
 
 

 

Dear St John Families, 

Welcome back to the Spring term! It has been a wonderful first week, despite the cold and ever-changing weather 
trying its best to keep us on our toes. The children have settled back in really well and, whilst we can’t quite say 
they’re thrilled to swap pyjamas for uniforms again, it truly is a joy to have them with us. 

Please do take a moment to look at our website, where you’ll also find a reminder of our extreme weather 
procedures. We’ve popped the information at the end of this Jotting too—just in case the British weather continues 
to surprise us. 

We have so much planned for the term ahead, and you can see what your child will be learning on the curriculum 
overview sent out earlier today (also available on the website). It’s shaping up to be a busy and exciting term, and as 
always, we want you to feel part of your child’s learning journey. Last term, our Learning in Action sessions were a 
real highlight, giving you the chance to see your children learning in their everyday classroom environment. We’ll be 
running these again next term (summer) so you can see the fantastic progress they’re making. This term, we’ll also be 
inviting you in (date to follow) to celebrate key pieces of work the children are especially proud of and to enjoy the 
exciting learning opportunities happening across the school. 

Over the break, the school had even more improvements completed, including the refreshing and reopening of our 
mezzanine learning space, as well as the development of a brand-new sensory room for Years 4, 5 and 6, which is 
now close to completion. These additions strengthen our inclusive provision and create even more welcoming spaces 
for our children. A huge thank you goes to the staff who came in during the holiday to paint, organise, update 
classrooms, and bring these areas to life, your children benefit from their hard work every single day. 

As you know, budgets are tight, so please take a look at the ways you can support us, listed in this week’s Jottings. 
This includes ordering a school lunch on Census Day (January 15th), or donating clothes that your little ones have 
outgrown to our clothing bank (in the car park) - every little really does help, and we are so grateful. 

We are all here at St John’s looking forward to the term ahead and all the lovely moments it will bring. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. 

Rebecca Livings  

Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Jottings - 9th January  2026 
St John the Baptist C of E Primary School  
‘Creating new possibilities for our future, with compassion in our hearts and courage on 
our journey.’ 



 
 

 
Attendance Matters  

Help us with our attendance – we are seeing a drop, and catching up on missed learning is incredibly 
challenging for children. 

Government legislation is very clear about the criteria for authorised absence (please see the details on 
our website under the Attendance Matters tab). While attendance is recorded as a school-wide figure, 

every single child being in school and on time not only supports their own learning journey, which is the 
most important thing, but also helps us work towards our overall target. 

Good attendance is vital for every child’s learning and progress. Each day in school builds on the last, and 
missing lessons can make it harder for children to keep up and feel confident. 

We are aiming for a minimum of 97% attendance, both individually and across the school, with the 
ultimate goal of getting as close to 100% as possible. Please support us by ensuring your child attends 
school every day, arrives on time, and only stays home if they are genuinely unwell.  

Together, we can make sure every child makes the most of their opportunities and enjoys success. 

This Week:  
Whole school attendance average:  95.1% Our target is 97% - please feel free to come and chat with us regarding 

any attendance issues. 
 

Best Attendance: KS1: Frogs 97.9%   KS2: Dragonflies 99% 
 

Best Timekeepers: KS1:   Tadpoles - 8  late minutes  KS2:  Kingfishers  5  late minutes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spotlight on Year 2 

In Year 2, we had the perfect setting for our new text 'Snow', on Monday morning. The children were extremely 

excited with the natural awe and wonder of the weather, so we brought the snow indoors. In English, we have 

explored a variety of winter poems and begun to generate our own vocabulary for rhyming couplets this week. 

The children are hoping to perform their poems to you, later on this half term.  

The weather has also supported our Geography learning, of cold and hot climates. In class we shared our own 

knowledge of countries, then used maps to think about where hot and cold climates are in the world. Afterwards, 

the children enjoyed thinking about the animals that lived in different environments.  

In Maths, Ducks have shown their confidence and independence,  
when revisiting addition and subtraction and we have all been 
 very proud of our successes. 
 
We have welcomed Miss Carey into Ducks class for the term,  
a third year student from Chichester, who will be supporting the 
children in their learning.  
What a wonderful week to begin 2026! 



 
 

 

 
 

Keeping our children safe online 

The Children’s Commissioner has published a really useful guide:  

What I wish my parents or carers knew: A guide for parents on managing 
children’s digital lives. 

If your child received a new device over the Christmas period, this may be particularly helpful in supporting you to 
maintain appropriate controls. 

From personal experience, the Family Sharing features on Apple devices can be extremely effective. You can 
schedule your child’s phone to be inactive at certain times, view their photos and messages on iCloud if needed, 
and prevent changes to settings without your access code and email verification. While no system is completely 

 

School Census Day 15th January - Menu Change 

We need your help! 
 

School census day is more important to a school than many people realise.  
 
On census day, the number of children who take up a school meal - especially those who take up the universal free 
school meals in Reception, year 1 and year 2 -  as it is this information that the government use to calculate 
funding allocations to the school.  
 
You did read that correctly: the number of children who order a school meal on Thursday 15th January is used to 
decide how much funding we will get for all children in the next financial year. 
If fewer children take up/order a meal on this day, the school could receive less funding.  
 
Please help us by ordering a school dinner on Thursday. The menu is one of the more popular menu choices for 
this reason, however, if your child does not like this, please consider sending them in with something, but still 
ordering a meal as it really does help especially if they are in Reception, Year 1, or Year 2.  
 
We have never had 100% take up on a census day (in October we managed 99%), but if we did, we would be in the 
best possible position for the year ahead.  
 
If you have any questions, please speak to the school office.  
 

Please see the exciting menu for Thursday 15th January: 
(Please note: Pasta and Jacket Potato options are also available as usual.) 

 
Main  
Cheese & Tomato Pizza or Chicken & Sweetcorn Pizza with the 
usual tomato pasta and Jacket potato option.   

Sides 

 Potato Wedges and Cucumber & Tomato Salad 

Desserts 

Vanilla or Chocolate Ice Cream 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/what-i-wish-my-parents-or-carers-knew-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-on-managing-childrens-digital-lives/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/what-i-wish-my-parents-or-carers-knew-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-on-managing-childrens-digital-lives/


 
 

fool proof, these tools can offer valuable reassurance as children navigate the online world. 

We hope you find the guide helpful. 

 
 

Holocaust Memorial Day takes place on Tuesday 27th January. 
Holocaust Memorial Day takes place on Tuesday 27th January.  
As a school, we will be acknowledging this important day in a thoughtful and age-appropriate way. 

At St John’s, Holocaust Memorial Day will be discussed sensitively, with learning focused on key values such as 
empathy, fairness, respect and the importance of treating others kindly. Rather than exploring distressing details, 
pupils will listen to carefully chosen stories, take part in discussions about friendship and inclusion, and reflect on 
how their own actions can help to create a positive and caring community. Our aim is to help children understand 
the messages of remembrance and responsibility in a way that is reassuring and suitable for their age.  

 

 
 

 
PAFS 

Fundraising for St John’s Primary School!  
This Saturday 10th January 

 
●​ The Parents and Friends of St John the Baptist Primary School are fundraising to support the school and its 

children.  50% of the takings will be donated  to St John’s Primary School. Join us  tomorrow,  Saturday 
10th January from 10am - 1pm at Barnaby’s Coffee Swanmore, they will have crafts and activities to keep 
the children entertained! 

 
●​ 100 Club- There are only 18 numbers left! Please contact us via pafswalthamchase@gmail.com to 

purchase a number. As soon as all numbers are sold the winner will be drawn. £5 a number to be in with a 
chance of winning £100 cash!  

 

Staying Active – Supporting the January Blues 

Staying active - fun for the whole family with the PE Hub Family Zone   

Wondering how to keep the whole family active over the break and into the new year? Why not try Family Zone - 
a free, easy-to-use website created to help parents keep their children moving every day. With fun resources, 
simple activity ideas, and practical guidance, you can confidently inspire your child to be active - whether at home 
or outdoors. 

It’s a wonderful way to discover age-appropriate games, build confidence, and make physical activity an enjoyable 
part of family life. And with the school holidays approaching, Family Zone is the perfect place to find inspiration for 
keeping everyone active - helping children (and parents!) stay healthy, happy, and full of energy. 

Take a moment to explore Family Zone and see how small, active moments can make a big difference to your 
child’s health and happiness. 

Fun Family Fitness Sessions - Play at Home | The PE Hub 

(Note: this link is also on our PE page on our website.) 

https://thepehub.co.uk/family-zone/fitness-sessions/


 
 

 
●​ Coin Wars - Start saving your pennies, starting 2nd February - 12th February. 

 
●​ Wear something  RED Valentine's Day for £1 with your school uniform 

 
Clothing Bank 
Clothing Bank 

 
Our clothing bin is a fantastic way to help raise funds for the school.  
Thank you to everyone who has donated so far - please do continue to use it. 
 If you are having a clear‑out of clothes after the festive break, please 
keep in mind that donating them here can make a real difference. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

New Library Days 
The new class library days are: 
 
Monday: Ducks & Tadpoles 
Tuesday: Frogs & Dragonflies 
Wednesday: Kingfishers 
Thursday: Swans & Otters 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Food Donation Station  

Food Donations  
 
Thank you for your continued support, just a reminder our donation station is in the  
school reception area. This goes to Southampton City mission who help 
vulnerable people in the community.  Good opportunity to clear your Christmas 
cupboards! 



 
 

 
Dates for your diary 
This term important dates:  
15th January - Deadline for Yr R 2026 admissions at midnight 
15th January - School Census Day  
20th January - Panto Experience 12.45pm - 3pm 
2nd February - 12th February - PAFS Coin Wars 
3rd February - SEND Parent coffee afternoon 2pm - 3pm - Focus on EHCP Process  
10th February - Community Hub at 1.45 pm -3.15pm  (School Nursing and Hampshire Healthy Steps attending) 
13th February - Wear something  RED Valentine's Day for £1 with your school uniform 
3rd March - SEND Parent coffee afternoon 2pm - 3pm - Focus on Routines at home 
10th March - 13th March - Year 6 Calshot Residential 
20th March - Bingo night adults only - 20th March 7pm  
23rd March - Parents Evening 3.30pm - 7.30pm 
26th March - Parents Evening 3.30pm - 6.30pm 
27th March - Community Hub (attendees tbc) 
Easter Service & Production TBC 
6th May - SEND  Parent coffee afternoon 2pm - 3pm - Focus on Autism 
10th July - SEND Parent coffee afternoon 2pm - 3pm - Focus on  ADHD 
Statutory Tests: 
Year 1 Phonics Tests week commencing Monday 8th June 2026  
Year 4 Multiplication Times Table Check 2-week period from Monday 1st June 2026  
Year 6 SATS Monday 11th May to Thursday 14th May 2026 
 
Inset Days:  
23rd February 2026 
1st May 2026 
19th June 2026 

 
Courage - Compassion - Creativity 

 
Have a wonderful Weekend 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

 
Items you may be interested in 
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Please see the letter below as a reminder of the Extreme Weather Procedure  
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School Census Day menu - Thursday 15th January 

 


