
 
 

 

Dear St John Families, 

I hope this finds you well. Whilst we should never wish time away, January always seems to stretch on, and this past 
Monday was recognised as Blue Monday - a day often associated with low energy, post-holiday blues, and dreary 
weather (great!). Despite this, there has been plenty of joy and activity in school. 

The opening of our new Year R playground space has been a real success. It has been wonderful to see the children 
exploring the area with such enthusiasm, using it in ways that support their development and enrich their learning. 

This week, the children enjoyed a fantastic Panto performance, kindly funded by PAFS. Opportunities like this not 
only enrich our curriculum but, for some children, spark a real interest in performance and inspire their budding 
thespian nature. 

This year is also the National Year of Reading, and we have a number of exciting plans to promote both reading for 
learning and reading for pleasure across the school. We look forward to sharing more with you as the year unfolds. If 
you would like to find out more about the national initiative and gain some top tips, you can visit the National Year of 
Reading 2026 – National Year of Reading 2026 | Go All In. 

Finally, over the past few weeks, we have also welcomed several new families to St John’s. We are delighted to have 
them join our community and hope they already feel at home within our school. 

Have a lovely weekend when you get there.  

Thank you for your continued support.  

Rebecca Livings  

Headteacher 
 

 

The Jottings - 23rd January  2026 
St John the Baptist C of E Primary School  
‘Creating new possibilities for our future, with compassion in our hearts and courage on 
our journey.’ 

Spotlight on Year 4 

In Year 4 this week, the children have been recapping 2D shapes. They have been consolidating their knowledge on 
properties on different quadrilaterals and triangles and explored, using lollipop sticks, different ways we could create 
them. They used a lot of creativity to problem solve by ensuring that certain shapes and their sides were different in 
length.  

In English, Otters have worked hard on writing our mini-sagas about the Romans ensuring that they are only 50 words 

long, no more no less! The children have practised and applied a range of sentence starters to make their stories more 

engaging for the reader and using a variety of sentence structures to allow cohesion.  

In P.E, the children have been enjoying going outside and improving our skills in hockey. We have mainly focused on 

gripping the hockey stick correctly, passing to each other and dribbling to avoid tackles. We are looking forward to having 

a match for our final P.E lesson at the end of the half term. 

https://goallin.org.uk/


 
 

 

The Boardwalk  
 

Unfortunately, the boardwalk and access to school via the field will be closed next week. 

The boardwalk (the wooden path) is not owned by the school but by Elliot’s, who instructed a land agent to maintain it. 
This raised path is in place because the meadow it crosses is a designated Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), due to 
the number of plant species that grow there, including a rare orchid. The woodland path is also not owned by the school, 
although we do our best to maintain it, along with the connecting path on school grounds. This section belongs to us but 
exists as part of an agreement with Elliot’s to keep access through the walkway and woodland open. 

Naturally, these areas require ongoing maintenance and we work with the land agent to ensure paths are clear and safe. As 
a Hampshire school, we are responsible for the work on our site using the funding allocated to us. However, this funding 
does not always cover what is needed when looking after a school site this size over the course of the year, often leaving 
the school seeking support elsewhere. We work hard with local businesses to secure donations and grants to help maintain 
and develop the site, and we will continue to do so. While we work through this process, we appreciate your patience and 
understanding as we open/close the path as we look to resolve the maintenance issues affecting the pathway on a 
long-term basis. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Finally, in Science we have been exploring how different seeds pollinate. We are focusing on helicopter seeds and are 

ready to produce an investigation on how the length of the wings affect the rate it falls. We look forward to sharing our 

results with you next week!    

  

 

 

 

 

Safeguarding Procedure Consent Form 

Urgent Reminder KS1 - Return Form 

In line with recent government updates to safeguarding procedures, we are now required to obtain parental consent 

before changing a child following a toileting accident. To help reduce the need for phone calls during the school day, we 

kindly ask all families of our younger children to complete the consent form attached, granting permission for school staff 

to support your child in the event of a toileting accident. 

The form has been sent out via email previously, please complete the form and return to the school office asap.  If you 

require a hard copy please see the school office. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation and continued support. 



 
 

 
 

Our Next Community Hub  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEND Coffee Sessions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Attendance Matters  

Help us with our attendance – Thank you – this week has shown an improvement.  

Good attendance is vital for every child’s learning and progress. Each day in school builds on the last, and missing 
lessons can make it harder for children to keep up and feel confident. 

We are aiming for a minimum of 97% attendance, both individually and across the school, with the ultimate goal 
of getting as close to 100% as possible. Please support us by ensuring your child attends school every day, arrives 
on time, and only stays home if they are genuinely unwell.  

Together, we can make sure every child makes the most of their opportunities and enjoys success. 

This Week:  
Whole school attendance average:  95.2% Our target is 97% - please feel free to come and chat with us regarding any 

attendance issues. 
 

Best Attendance: KS1: Ducks 98.1%   KS2: Otters 98.9% 
 

Best Timekeepers: KS1:   Frogs 12  late minutes  KS2: Swans 8 late minutes 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ActiveMe 360 
  

 

 

ActiveMe 360 @ Swanmore College (HAF) Holiday Activity Camp; Food Programme (HAF) 

 Mon 16th - Fri 20th February 2026 

ActiveMe 360 run a successful HAF provision. The day runs from 9am until 4pm and children receive breakfast and a hot 

lunch during the day. 

 

Our HAF Camps offer children a fun, active, and inclusive environment to enjoy during the school holidays. Each day is 

filled with exciting opportunities to stay physically active, build friendships, and develop new skills. Children take part in 

creative and engaging activities that support their overall wellbeing, while also learning about healthy eating and nutrition 

in a hands-on, age-appropriate way. 

 

Please note that due to a change in Ofsted registration, 4 year olds are now eligible to stay all day. However they MUST be 

in Year R or above. For the all-rounder who loves to stay active, this camp has it all. Each day is filled with exciting 

opportunities to stay physically active, build friendships, and develop new skills. Children take part in creative and 

engaging activities that support their overall wellbeing, while also learning about healthy eating and nutrition in a hands- 

on, age-appropriate way. 

 

If you qualify for benefits related Free School Meals then you are eligible to sign up for any of our HAF camps.  

Visit our website to find out more and book with us 

 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/connectforcommunities/holidayactivities/register 

 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/connectforcommunities/holidayactivities/register


 
 

PAFS 

COIN WARS IS BACK - 02/02-12/02 
 
 

Starting the 2nd February through to 12th February each class will have their own jar and will need to fill it with as many 
copper coins as possible, Silver coins can be placed in other classes jars to reduce their final amount! 

Aim of game to finish with highest amount of money in your classes jar at end of the 10 days! 
Check down the side of the sofa, in the car and raid the piggy bank for them coppers! 

Winning class wins a treat! 

Next events:  
 
WEAR SOMETHING RED - 13/02 
 
Wear something Red – Socks, bows or badges - £1 donation to PAFS 
  
ADULT ONLY BINGO NIGHT – 20/03 
 
PAFS are holding an adult only Bingo night on Friday 20th March – £6 a ticket -  includes the 6 books for the games. Prizes 
for lines and houses! 
  
There will be a bar serving drinks, snacks and extra books on the evening and we will be running extra games throughout 
the night so bring your £1 coins along! 
  
There will be raffle tickets on sale before and during the event with the prizes being drawn on the evening. 
  
Ideal opportunity to get together with some friends and make some new ones on the evening! 
We look forward to seeing you there. 
  
100 club only has 8 numbers left! 
 
BOUNCE BONANZA TAKE 2! – 03/07 
 
Back by popular demand – Bounce Bonanza!! 
  
After great feedback and fun PAFS are putting on another Bounce Bonanza for all to enjoy! 
Lots of inflatables and games available on the day. 
  
£10 a ticket for anyone using the inflatables, spectators are free, all children need to be accompanied by a 
parent/responsible adult. 
  
LEGOLAND – 19/06 
  
PAFS have again managed to secure discounted tickets for Legoland on the June inset day – tickets are only £23 pp. Tickets 
only valid for inset day. 
  

Tickets available for all events on PTA Events –  https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pafs/index.cfm 
 

RAFFLE TICKETS – Raffle tickets will be on sale over the coming weeks, look out for the tickets in your children’s 
bags…prizes will be announced shortly! 

Thank you for all your help and support with the events- all money raised will be going towards the school regenerating 
the outside areas, any and all help is greatly appreciated!! 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pafs/index.cfm


 
 

 
Dates for your diary 
This term important dates:  
2nd February - 12th February - PAFS Coin Wars 
3rd February - SEND Parent coffee afternoon 2pm - 3pm - Focus on EHCP Process  
10th February - Community Hub at 1.45 pm -3.15pm  (School Nursing and Hampshire Healthy Steps attending) 
13th February - Wear something  RED Valentine's Day for £1 with your school uniform 
3rd March - SEND Parent coffee afternoon 2pm - 3pm - Focus on Routines at home 
4th March - Rocksteady Concert 2.30pm - 3pm 
10th March - 13th March - Year 6 Calshot Residential 
20th March - Bingo night adults only -  7pm  
23rd March - Parents Evening 3.30pm - 7.30pm 
24th - 27th March - Travelling Book Fair Open at School 
26th March - Author visit - Karen Inglis - Book signing 
26th March - Parents Evening 3.30pm - 6.30pm 
27th March - Community Hub (attendees tbc) 
Easter Service & Production TBC 
6th May - SEND  Parent coffee afternoon 2pm - 3pm - Focus on Autism 
10th July - SEND Parent coffee afternoon 2pm - 3pm - Focus on  ADHD 
Statutory Tests: 
Year 1 Phonics Tests week commencing Monday 8th June 2026  
Year 4 Multiplication Times Table Check 2-week period from Monday 1st June 2026  
Year 6 SATS Monday 11th May to Thursday 14th May 2026 
 
Inset Days:  
23rd February 2026 
1st May 2026 
19th June 2026 

 
Courage - Compassion - Creativity 

 
 
 

Have a wonderful Weekend 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 
 

 
Items you may be interested in 

 

Subject: Join the Waltham Chase Pre-School Governing Board 

  

Dear Families and Members of St John the Baptist C of E Primary School community,  

  

Many of you may already know us at Waltham Chase Pre-School — perhaps your child attended before moving on to 
St John's. We are proud of the happy and caring environment we continue to provide.  

We are looking for new members to join our governing board and would love to hear from people within the St 
John's school community. This could include teaching or support staff looking to gain experience, or parents and 
wider family members who may be interested in supporting us.  

No previous experience is needed — just a willingness to help. However, if you do have a childcare/Early 
Years/education background, that would also be wonderful! The role is flexible, with no expectation to attend every 
meeting, and you can give as much or as little time as suits you. Meetings can take place in person or online. We 
usually meet once a month during term time.  

The role is varied and can involve anything from generating fundraising ideas, to supporting staff with ideas, to 
developing the curriculum, supporting SEND, as well as safeguarding.  

If you would like more information, or know someone who might be interested, please get in touch with us— we’d 
love to hear from you. Please see our contact details below.  

Thank you very much for taking the time to read this letter, and we hope to hear from you. For now, we will get back 
to handprint painting, puddle splashing, and playdough making!  

  

On behalf of the Waltham Chase Pre-School Governing Board 

hello@walthamchasepreschool.com 

07913640795 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 


