
 
 

 

Dear St John Families, 
 
It has been a purposeful and positive week at St John’s. We were pleased to welcome two County Advisers into 
school, who spent time working alongside key staff to help us continue developing and strengthening our practice. 
Their feedback was extremely encouraging, highlighting the calm atmosphere, strong relationships and the 
dedication of our team. We look forward to building on this work as the term continues. 
 
I would also like to draw your attention to the updated national guidance from the Department for Education 
regarding mobile phones in schools. The DfE now expects all schools in England to operate as mobile-phone-free 
environments throughout the entire school day. This aligns fully with the cluster-wide ‘non-mobile-phone agreement’ 
(please see below as a reminder) issued across our local schools in the summer term, and I am pleased to say that 
this has long been embedded practice here at St John’s. In fact, we currently have only a very small number of 
phones being brought into school, and these are exclusively from Year 6 pupils. This means we are already very close 
to meeting the national expectation in full, with strong routines already in place. 
 
We understand that every family has its own approach to technology at home, and we respect those choices where 
there are no safeguarding concerns. In school, however, we must follow this national expectation to support 
consistency, wellbeing and children’s ability to focus and thrive in their learning. We will continue to apply these 
guidelines fairly and consistently, and we appreciate your support as we work together to create the safest and most 
positive environment for all our children. 
 
If your child does bring a phone of any kind to school, please be aware of the following: 

●​ From Year 6 only (although we aim for us to be fully mobile phone free), a class box is available for phones to 
be handed in at the start of the day and collected at home time. 

●​ The school cannot take responsibility for the safety or security of any phones brought onto the site. 
●​ For safeguarding reasons, no phones or online-enabled devices may be used by pupils on site between 

8:40am and 3:10pm. 
●​ Phones are not permitted at all for any children younger than Year 6. 
●​ If you have concerns about your child’s safety travelling to or from school, please call to discuss further.  

 
You may also wish to read the recent letter from the Secretary of State for Education to Headteachers, which outlines 
the national position in more detail. Strengthened guidance on mobile phones in schools 
 
Now to try and convince my year 6 daughter that her phone is to stay at home – wish me luck.  
 
Wishing you all a restful weekend, and thank you again for your continued support. 

Rebecca Livings  

Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The Jottings - 30th January  2026 
St John the Baptist C of E Primary School  
‘Creating new possibilities for our future, with compassion in our hearts and courage on 
our journey.’ 

https://news.service.education.gov.uk/A84CE36331BFCF2342FA3E7B36147A917A2F8C7E221C4AB65716FEFBCBE83020/22B5080BC5EF924EB734FAF807972802/VIB?es_c=22B5080BC5EF924EB734FAF807972802&es_cl=E353B9D5742A1C634EA315D89342C24A&es_id=ph7%c2%a3o1


 
 

 

The Boardwalk  - an update 
 

Unfortunately, the boardwalk and access to school via the field will continue to be closed next week and until further 
notice. 

Unfortunately, the path into school at the top of the school field remains unsafe, and we are therefore unable to open this 
route at this time. We are currently in discussions to find a resolution and will keep you updated, however it is not a quick 
fix. We understand this is inconvenient for many of our families, and we apologise for the disruption.  

Thank you for your patience, respect and understanding while we work to resolve the issue and thank you for the many 
offers of help – we will be in touch when a plan has been finalised. 

 
Birthdays  
At St John’s, we value all of our children and staff, and this includes celebrating their birthdays.  

On a child’s birthday, we recognise the occasion with a sticker or card from Mrs Livings (she does sing Happy Birthday to 
the children, though she is never offended if they politely decline!). Children are also welcome to come to school in 
non-uniform for the day. 

If a child’s birthday falls on a weekend or during a school holiday, they are welcome to wear non-uniform on the last school 
day before their birthday or the first day back -- whichever is closest or preferred. 

We kindly ask that class treats are not brought into school for staff to distribute. Any treats sent in will be returned to 
parents/carers to hand out themselves. This is as a result of allergen concerns and (in some incidents) not being provided 
with enough.  

Thank you for your understanding. 

 
 

 

Spotlight on Year 5 
 

This week kicked off the next learning journey in English 

 for Year 5. Upon return from collective workshop Monday 

 morning, the children were swept into a wild tempest,  

which left behind a trunk full of somebody’s possessions.  

The classes used their inference and prediction skills 

 to work out who the main character of our new book 

 ‘The Tempest’ might be. They have been applying 

 their knowledge of figurative language devices to 

 creates powerful setting description of the island and the 

 chaos that ensues as the tempest hits.  

 

They have also continued their learning in RE, considering  

the habits and rituals they practise in their own lives, 

 and comparing them to the Islamic ritual of wudu.  

The class were surprised by how detailed the process of  

wudu is, and how often Muslims perform this ritual to  

prepare for salah (prayer) five times a day!  



 
 

 
 

Our Next Community Hub  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

 

 
 

Attendance Matters  

Help us with our attendance – Thank you  

Together, we can make sure every child makes the most of their opportunities and enjoys success. 

This Week:  
Whole school attendance average:  95.4% Our target is 97% - please come and chat with us regarding any attendance 

issues. 
 

Best Attendance: KS1: Tadpoles 99.2%   KS2: Otters 99% 
 

Best Timekeepers: KS1:   Tadpoles 0  late minutes  KS2: Dragonflies 5 late minutes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEND Coffee Sessions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
PAFS 

IT STARTS MONDAY 
COIN WARS IS BACK - 02/02-12/02 

 
 

Starting the 2nd February through to 12th February each class will have their own jar and will need to fill it with as many 
copper coins as possible, Silver coins can be placed in other classes jars to reduce their final amount! 

Aim of game to finish with highest amount of money in your classes jar at end of the 10 days! 
Check down the side of the sofa, in the car and raid the piggy bank for them coppers! 

Winning class wins a treat! 

Next events:  
 
WEAR SOMETHING RED - 13/02 
 
Wear something Red – Socks, bows or badges - £1 donation to PAFS 
  
ADULT ONLY BINGO NIGHT – 20/03 
 
PAFS are holding an adult only Bingo night on Friday 20th March – £6 a ticket -  includes the 6 books for the games. 
Prizes for lines and houses! 
  
There will be a bar serving drinks, snacks and extra books on the evening and we will be running extra games 
throughout the night so bring your £1 coins along! 
  
There will be raffle tickets on sale before and during the event with the prizes being drawn on the evening. 
  
Ideal opportunity to get together with some friends and make some new ones on the evening! 
We look forward to seeing you there. 
  
100 club only has 5 numbers left! 
 
BOUNCE BONANZA TAKE 2! – 03/07 
 
Back by popular demand – Bounce Bonanza!! 
  
After great feedback and fun PAFS are putting on another Bounce Bonanza for all to enjoy! 
Lots of inflatables and games available on the day. 
  
£10 a ticket for anyone using the inflatables, spectators are free, all children need to be accompanied by a 
parent/responsible adult. 
  

Tickets available for all events on PTA Events –  https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pafs/index.cfm 
 

RAFFLE TICKETS – Raffle tickets will be on sale over the coming weeks, look out for the tickets in your children’s 
bags…prizes will be announced shortly! 

Thank you for all your help and support with the events- all money raised will be going towards the school regenerating 
the outside areas, any and all help is greatly appreciated!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pafs/index.cfm


 
 

 
 
 

Dates for your diary 
This term important dates:  
2nd February - 12th February - PAFS Coin Wars 
3rd February - SEND Parent coffee afternoon 2pm - 3pm - Focus on EHCP Process  
February - Chartwell Menu Theme Day for Pancake Day  -  Date TBC 

10th February - Community Hub at 1.45 pm -3.15pm  (School Nursing and Hampshire Healthy Steps attending) 
13th February - Wear something  RED Valentine's Day for £1 with your school uniform 
March - Chartwell Menu Theme Day for World Book Day  -  Date TBC 

3rd March - SEND Parent coffee afternoon 2pm - 3pm - Focus on Routines at home 
4th March - Rocksteady Concert 2.30pm - 3pm 
10th March - 13th March - Year 6 Calshot Residential 
20th March - Bingo night adults only -  7pm  
23rd March - Parents Evening 3.30pm - 7.30pm 
24th  March - Yr 3 & 4 Easter Production Performances to families “ I am Special” 9.20am  
25th  March - Yr 3 & 4 Easter Production Performances to families   “ I am Special” 2.30pm  
24th - 27th March - Travelling Book Fair Open at School 
26th March - Author visit - Karen Inglis - Book signing 
26th March - Parents Evening 3.30pm - 6.30pm 
27th March - Community Hub (attendees tbc) 
Easter Service & Production TBC 
6th May - SEND  Parent coffee afternoon 2pm - 3pm - Focus on Autism 
10th June - SEND Parent coffee afternoon 2pm - 3pm - Focus on  ADHD 
Statutory Tests: 
Year 1 Phonics Tests week commencing Monday 8th June 2026  
Year 4 Multiplication Times Table Check 2-week period from Monday 1st June 2026  
Year 6 SATS Monday 11th May to Thursday 14th May 2026 
 
Inset Days:  
23rd February 2026 
1st May 2026 
19th June 2026 

 
Courage - Compassion - Creativity 

 
 

 
Have a wonderful Weekend 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Items you may be interested in 

 

Subject: Join the Waltham Chase Pre-School Governing Board 

  

Dear Families and Members of St John the Baptist C of E Primary School community,  

  

Many of you may already know us at Waltham Chase Pre-School — perhaps your child attended before moving on to 
St John's. We are proud of the happy and caring environment we continue to provide.  

We are looking for new members to join our governing board and would love to hear from people within the St 
John's school community. This could include teaching or support staff looking to gain experience, or parents and 
wider family members who may be interested in supporting us.  

No previous experience is needed — just a willingness to help. However, if you do have a childcare/Early 
Years/education background, that would also be wonderful! The role is flexible, with no expectation to attend every 
meeting, and you can give as much or as little time as suits you. Meetings can take place in person or online. We 
usually meet once a month during term time.  

The role is varied and can involve anything from generating fundraising ideas, to supporting staff with ideas, to 
developing the curriculum, supporting SEND, as well as safeguarding.  

If you would like more information, or know someone who might be interested, please get in touch with us— we’d 
love to hear from you. Please see our contact details below.  

Thank you very much for taking the time to read this letter, and we hope to hear from you. For now, we will get back 
to handprint painting, puddle splashing, and playdough making!  

  

On behalf of the Waltham Chase Pre-School Governing Board 

hello@walthamchasepreschool.com 

07913640795 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 


