
 

Dear St John Families, 

We have had a really positive week in school, with lots of enrichment taking place across the curriculum. Our Year 2 
and Year 5 children took part in HeartStart sessions, learning lifesaving first aid skills as part of their Personal 
Development Learning (PDL). They approached the sessions brilliantly and should feel very proud of what they 
achieved. 

We also held our first SEND coffee session this week, which we hope families found informative and supportive. 
Please see below for the dates of the next sessions, and a reminder that we have our Community Hub on Tuesday 
10th. 

I am looking forward to seeing many of you on Thursday after school for our children’s showcase of work. It is always 
a pleasure to celebrate their learning with you. 

We enjoyed another lovely Stay and Play session as well this week, thank you to everyone who joined us and helped 
make it such a welcoming and enjoyable time. 

With so much happening in classrooms, and with our role as a community school offering additional events, support, 
and advice, it certainly is a busy place. We also recognise that there may be increased congestion while the 
boardwalk is closed, which makes it even more important for everyone to be considerate. I would like to remind 
families about the importance of parking safely and respectfully around our school site. Please do not stop or park on 
the zig-zag lines outside the school. This poses a significant safety concern and blocks visibility for pedestrians and 
drivers. These locations are not permitted for stopping or parking at any time. To help keep everyone safe, we ask all 
families to park only in legal, designated areas. Allow a little extra time for your journey so you can park safely and 
walk the final distance, modelling safe and considerate behaviour for all children in our community.  
Thank you for your cooperation and for helping us maintain a safe environment for our children, families, and 
neighbours.  
 
Wishing you all a restful weekend, and thank you again for your continued support. 

Rebecca Livings  

Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Jottings - 6th February  2026 
St John the Baptist C of E Primary School  
‘Creating new possibilities for our future, with compassion in our hearts and courage on 
our journey.’ 



 

 

 

 

The Boardwalk  - an update 

Unfortunately, the boardwalk and access to school via the field will continue to be closed next week and until further 
notice. 

Unfortunately, the path into school at the top of the school field remains unsafe, and we are therefore unable to open this 
route at this time. We are currently in discussions to find a resolution and will keep you updated, however it is not a quick 
fix. We understand this is inconvenient for many of our families, and we apologise for the disruption.  

Thank you for your patience, respect and understanding while we work to resolve the issue and thank you for the many 
offers of help – we will be in touch when a plan has been finalised. 

 
 

Sock Donations 
Please could we ask for any sock/tight donations.    

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spotlight on Year 1 
Last week ended with a very exciting discovery in our classroom — the children arrived to  

find a huge mysterious mess! They eagerly explored the scene, searched for clues, and  

made their own predictions about what might have happened. Hidden within the chaos, 

 they uncovered a book and a letter, which set them an important challenge: to  

write instructions to help keep the forest clean. To prepare for this, the children have 

 been practising the key features of instruction writing and will be using these skills to  

create their final pieces next week. In maths, the children have continued to enjoy  

their learning about time. They’ve particularly enjoyed making their own clocks and watches during adventure time, and 

they are now becoming very confident at telling o’clock times — especially on their own fabulous watches! They have also 

been exploring halves and quarters by practically halving and quartering shapes and sharing objects into two or four equal 

groups. Their enthusiasm has been wonderful to see, and they’ve shown great determination in challenging themselves 

throughout the week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Our Next Community Hub & SEND Coffee Morning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Climate Action 
At St John the Baptist, we are committed to creating a greener, healthier and more  
sustainable future for our children. This year, we are taking important steps as part 
of our whole-school Climate Action Plan, focusing on energy use, biodiversity, 
wellbeing, and climate education. You may already have noticed some of  
these changes around school as we grow our outdoor learning spaces  
and hopefully move towards increasing the roles pupils are taking in caring 
for their environment. 

Across the year, children will be involved in a range of practical projects, including energy‑saving campaigns, biodiversity 
activities, gardening, and pupil‑led initiatives such as plant sales and eco‑monitoring roles. We are also working behind the 
scenes to improve the efficiency of our buildings, reduce waste, and strengthen our curriculum so that every child develops 
the knowledge and confidence to understand and care for the world around them. 

This is a long‑term journey, and we look forward to sharing updates, celebrating pupil leadership, and involving families 
along the way. Together—with compassion, courage and curiosity—we can help shape a brighter, more sustainable future 
for our school community. 

 

 
 
 

 



 
 

Attendance Matters  

Help us with our attendance – Thank you  

Together, we can make sure every child makes the most of their opportunities and enjoys success. 

This Week:  

Whole school attendance average:  95.3% Our target is 97% - please come and chat with us regarding any attendance 

issues. 
 

Best Attendance: KS1: Tadpoles 100% (Well done Tadpoles)  KS2: Dragonflies 97.9% 
 

Best Timekeepers: KS1:   Tadpoles 0  late minutes  KS2: Dragonflies 3  late minutes 
 
 

PAFS 

 
COIN WARS CONTINUES  

Last day 12th February  
Winning class wins a treat! 

 
Next events:  
 
WEAR SOMETHING RED - 13/02 
 
Wear something Red – Socks, bows or badges - £1 donation to PAFS 
  
ADULT ONLY BINGO NIGHT – 20/03 
 
PAFS are holding an adult only Bingo night on Friday 20th March – £6 a ticket -  includes the 6 books for the games. 
Prizes for lines and houses! 
  
There will be a bar serving drinks, snacks and extra books on the evening and we will be running extra games 
throughout the night so bring your £1 coins along! 
  
There will be raffle tickets on sale before and during the event with the prizes being drawn on the evening. 
  
Ideal opportunity to get together with some friends and make some new ones on the evening! 
We look forward to seeing you there. 
  
100 club only has 5 numbers left! 
 
BOUNCE BONANZA TAKE 2! – 03/07 
 
Back by popular demand – Bounce Bonanza!! 
  
After great feedback and fun PAFS are putting on another Bounce Bonanza for all to enjoy! 
Lots of inflatables and games available on the day. 
  
£10 a ticket for anyone using the inflatables, spectators are free, all children need to be accompanied by a 
parent/responsible adult. 
  

Tickets available for all events on PTA Events –  https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pafs/index.cfm 
 

 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pafs/index.cfm


 
RAFFLE TICKETS – Raffle tickets will be in your children’s bags today.  Prizes include 4 x day tickets to Victorious, 
Afternoon tea at The New Place Hotel, 2 x VIP at Meon Valley plus many more. 
 

Thank you for all your help and support with the events- all money raised will be going towards the school regenerating 
the outside areas, any and all help is greatly appreciated!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Dates for your diary 
This term important dates:  
10th February - Community Hub at 1.45 pm -3.15pm  (School Nursing and Hampshire Healthy Steps attending) 
13th February - Wear something  RED Valentine's Day for £1 with your school uniform, Pancake Day - Pancakes will be being 
served at lunch time for pudding 
March - Chartwell Menu Theme Day for World Book Day  -  Date TBC 

3rd March - SEND Parent coffee afternoon 2pm - 3pm - Focus on Routines at home 
4th March - Rocksteady Concert 2.30pm - 3pm 
5th March - World Book Day.  Look forward to seeing you dressed up as your favourite book character 
10th March - 13th March - Year 6 Calshot Residential 
20th March - Bingo night adults only -  7pm  
23rd March - Parents Evening 3.30pm - 7.30pm 
24th  March - Yr 3 & 4 Easter Production Performances to families “ I am Special” 9.20am  
25th  March - Yr 3 & 4 Easter Production Performances to families   “ I am Special” 2.30pm  
24th - 27th March - Travelling Book Fair Open at School 
World Book Day 
26th March - Author visit - Karen Inglis - Book signing  
26th March - Parents Evening 3.30pm - 6.30pm 
27th March - Community Hub (attendees tbc) 
Easter Service & Production TBC 
6th May - SEND  Parent coffee afternoon 2pm - 3pm - Focus on Autism 
10th June - SEND Parent coffee afternoon 2pm - 3pm - Focus on  ADHD 
Statutory Tests: 
Year 1 Phonics Tests week commencing Monday 8th June 2026  
Year 4 Multiplication Times Table Check 2-week period from Monday 1st June 2026  
Year 6 SATS Monday 11th May to Thursday 14th May 2026 
 
Inset Days:  
23rd February 2026 
1st May 2026 
19th June 2026 

 
Courage - Compassion - Creativity 

 
 

Have a wonderful Weekend 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Items you may be interested in 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


