
 

Dear St John Families, 
 
As we come to the end of the first half of the spring term, I want to share my heartfelt thanks with our whole school 
community. These past weeks have been filled with curiosity, creativity, and a wonderful sense of togetherness (I’ve 
gone soppy again) that has shaped such a positive start to the year. 
Our children have embraced a wide range of enrichment activities, from Safer Internet learning and Mental Health 
Awareness work to a strong focus on strategy teaching across the curriculum. They have thrown themselves into 
learning with real enthusiasm. We also launched Stormbreak this half term, supporting children’s wellbeing through 
movement and helping them build healthy habits for both body and mind. And of course, a particular highlight for 
our younger years has been the introduction of Snuggle Buddy Book Time, encouraging reading and reading for 
pleasure. 
A huge thank you as well to everyone who joined us for our second parent event and showcase. It was fantastically 
popular, and the children were so proud to share their work and talk about what they’ve been up to (well… most of 
them!). Your encouragement and presence mean so much to them and to us. 
Finally, to our families, thank you for your continued support. To our staff, thank you for your dedication, care, and 
commitment to giving our children the very best. Our shared vision continues to shape a school we can all be proud 
of. 
 
Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable break. We’re excited for everything the next half term will bring. 
Thank you again for your continued support. 

Rebecca Livings  

Headteacher 
 
 

 

The Jottings - 13th February  2026 
St John the Baptist C of E Primary School  
‘Creating new possibilities for our future, with compassion in our hearts and courage on 
our journey.’ 

Spotlight on Year 3 

This week, Year 3 have loved sharing their final pieces with their parents and carers. Thank you so much to everyone who 

came in as it really made the work feel more meaningful for the children, and they were so proud to share what they had 

created. 

In English, we wrapped up our emotive and persuasive letter writing, inspired by 

Greta and the Giants. In Art, Swans also had great fun creating ‘protest’ placards 

 and flags, inspired by the textile artist Faith Ringgold, linking strong messages 

 with colourful designs. 

In Science this week, our classroom turned into a hub of hands-on discovery!  

We investigated how adding different amounts of water to flour can completely  

change its texture and form. The children carefully planned their enquiry,  

thinking like real scientists about how to measure accurately and keep their  

tests fair. They were fascinated to observe the transformation — watching  

the flour change from soft and powdery to lumpy, sticky, and even able to  

hold its shape as more water was added. It was a fantastic opportunity to  

explore scientific thinking! 



 

 

The Boardwalk  - closure will continue after the half term break.  

Unfortunately, the boardwalk and access to school via the field will continue to be closed next week and until further 
notice. 

Unfortunately, the path into school at the top of the school field remains unsafe, and we are therefore unable to open this 
route at this time. We are currently in discussions to find a resolution and will keep you updated, however it is not a quick 
fix. We understand this is inconvenient for many of our families, and we apologise for the disruption.  

Thank you for your patience, respect and understanding while we work to resolve the issue and thank you for the many 
offers of help – we will be in touch when a plan has been finalised. 

 

Safer Internet Day 

As part of this year’s Safer Internet Day, the children have explored the impact of Artificial Intelligence on their lives by 
discussing how AI can be used positively to support learning, problem solving and entertainment. We have also discussed 
the challenges AI can present, including misinformation, over reliance on technology and privacy concerns e.g. fake 
images. Throughout the activities, children were encouraged to ask questions, check information and understand their 
own role in using AI tools safely, responsibly and with care as well as consider the trusted adults they can speak to if they 
see something that upsets them online. It was fantastic to see their curiosity and thoughtful contributions as they 
developed their skills as confident and responsible digital citizens. 

For more guidance and information please visit:  

https://www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/1-Online-Safety-Newsletter-Feb-2026_SI
D.pdf 

 

Please also see this month’s online safety newsletter attached below. 

 
 

Children’s Mental Health Week and Storm Break 

This week in school we have been part of Children’s Mental Health Week, focusing on the 
theme of belonging. We know that feeling connected—to ourselves, to our friends, to our 
school, and to our wider communities—plays a vital role in supporting positive mental health 
and wellbeing. Having a sense of place and truly feeling part of our environment is a basic 
human need, influencing many areas of life, including our physical and mental health, 
education, relationships and future opportunities. When children feel they belong, they are 
empowered to contribute, participate and make a meaningful difference. 

This year,  Children’s Mental Health Week encourages the groups and systems around 
children—families, peers, schools and communities—to create inclusive, nurturing spaces 
where young people can confidently say, “This is My Place.” Throughout the week, we have 
used worship time and class activities to reflect on what belonging looks and feels like in our 
school, helping children recognise the importance of connection and community in their 
everyday lives. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/1-Online-Safety-Newsletter-Feb-2026_SID.pdf
https://www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/1-Online-Safety-Newsletter-Feb-2026_SID.pdf


 

Stormbreak  

This term, the children have been taking part in Stormbreak, a wellbeing programme designed to help them develop 
emotional resilience, self‑awareness, and healthy coping strategies through movement‑based activities. Each session 
supports children in understanding their feelings, building confidence, and learning how to manage challenges in a positive 
and active way. 

We would like to extend a huge thank‑you to PAFS for generously funding 
Stormbreak. Their support has enabled us to bring this valuable programme into 
school and make a real difference to the children’s wellbeing. 

 

 

 
In-Car Safety  

The Road Safety Team are responsible for educating young people and their families on the importance of keeping 
safe when travelling in a vehicle. Part of this education includes ensuring young people are travelling with correct 
restraints. Are you aware that 37% of children are in the wrong type of seat for their age and/or height? The Road 
Safety Team would like to share this car restraint leaflet with you to ensure you know how to always keep your 
child(ren) safe – in the correct restraint. There are also hints and tips about choosing the right seat, transporting 
other people’s children and how to fit different types of car seat. To read this informative leaflet, please visit –in 
car safety guide 

 
 

Attendance Matters  

 

Together, we can make sure every child makes the most of their opportunities and enjoys success. 

This Week:  

Whole school attendance average:  95.3% Our target is 97% - please come and chat with us regarding any attendance 

issues. 
Best Attendance: KS1: Ducks 97.7%  KS2: Otters 98.9% 

 
Best Timekeepers: KS1:   Ducks 8  late minutes  KS2: Dragonflies 12  late minutes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://issuu.com/firstcar/docs/fc_parents_guide_v4_16pp_issuu_27baad3d346c52
https://issuu.com/firstcar/docs/fc_parents_guide_v4_16pp_issuu_27baad3d346c52


 
 

A reminder – World Book Day is next half term.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
PAFS 

Thank you for your support — every penny goes straight back into helping all children across 
the school. From maths resources to mental health support, it truly makes a difference. 
 
100 Club- Thank you to everyone who bought a number! It was completed this week and drawn last night with the winner 
being 51 -Sally Graham…congrats Sally! 
 
Coin Wars- A huge thank you to everyone for taking part in coin wars. It has been a huge success this year and was truly 
lovely seeing how excited the children got about it. 
 
A few of our PAFS members had a mammoth 5hrs of counting last night to ensure we got 
 the results ready for today. 
 
The overall amount raised was £508.06!!! 
 
The winning class were Otters with an overall £19.93 after sabotaging!   
 

What’s next:  
 
RAFFLE TICKETS – Raffle tickets will be in your children’s bags today.  Prizes 
 include 4x day tickets to Victorious, 
Afternoon tea at The New Place Hotel, 2 x VIP at Meon Valley plus many more. 
 

Thank you for all your help and support with the events - money raised will be going towards 
the school regenerating the outside areas, any and all help is greatly appreciated! 

Plans are in the pipeline for this – watch this space. 

 
Clubs after the break 
 

 
 
 



 
Dates for your diary 
This term important dates:  
March - Chartwell Menu Theme Day for World Book Day  -  Date TBC 

3rd March - SEND Parent coffee afternoon 2pm - 3pm - Focus on Routines at home 
4th March - Rocksteady Concert 2.30pm - 3pm 
5th March - World Book Day.  Look forward to seeing you dressed up as your favourite book character 
10th March - 13th March - Year 6 Calshot Residential 
20th March - Bingo night adults only -  7pm  
23rd March - Parents Evening 3.30pm - 7.30pm 
24th  March - Yr 3 & 4 Easter Production Performances to families “ I am Special” 9.20am  
25th  March - Yr 3 & 4 Easter Production Performances to families   “ I am Special” 2.30pm  
24th - 27th March - Travelling Book Fair Open at School 
World Book Day 
26th March - Author visit - Karen Inglis - Book signing  
26th March - Parents Evening 3.30pm - 6.30pm 
27th March - Community Hub (attendees tbc) 
Easter Service & Production TBC 
6th May - SEND  Parent coffee afternoon 2pm - 3pm - Focus on Autism 
10th June - SEND Parent coffee afternoon 2pm - 3pm - Focus on  ADHD 
Statutory Tests: 
Year 1 Phonics Tests week commencing Monday 8th June 2026  
Year 4 Multiplication Times Table Check 2-week period from Monday 1st June 2026  
Year 6 SATS Monday 11th May to Thursday 14th May 2026 
 
Inset Days:  
23rd February 2026 
1st May 2026 
19th June 2026 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Items you may be interested in 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Courage - Compassion – Creativity 

 

From all of us at St John’s - have a wonderful half term. 
 


	Stormbreak  

