
 

 

Dear St John Families, 
 
As we begin the second half of the spring term, I would like to warmly welcome all our children and families back to 
St John’s. I hope the break offered a chance to rest and recharge, and that everyone is feeling ready for the busy and 
exciting weeks ahead. 
 
Spring 2 is always a purposeful and energetic part of the year, despite being a very short half term. Across the school, 
children are already engaging enthusiastically with new learning, enrichment opportunities, and wider curriculum 
experiences. Our Year 6 pupils heading to Calshot are full of excitement, and the upcoming Year 3 and 4 show is 
creating a wonderful buzz. You will have received your child’s curriculum overview for this half term, which outlines 
the key learning taking place and how you can support this at home. 
 
A key focus for us always is attendance. Every day in school matters, and even small amounts of missed learning can 
have a significant impact on progress, confidence, and friendships. Good attendance is one of the strongest 
predictors of positive outcomes for children, and we are committed to working closely with families to support this. 
Thank you to everyone who ensures their child is in school, on time, and ready to learn each day — it truly makes a 
difference. 
 
Please continue to check our website, Jottings, and class pages for key dates and updates throughout the term. 
These platforms also include curriculum information, online safety guidance, and ideas for supporting learning at 
home. 
Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We are looking forward to a positive and productive half term 
together at St John the Baptist. 
 
Have a wonderful weekend. 

Rebecca Livings  

Headteacher 
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‘Creating new possibilities for our future, with compassion in our hearts and courage on 
our journey.’ 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Spotlight on Year 4 

After a week off, Otter class has come back to school with a fantastic attitude and ready to learn.  

In Maths, the children have been recapping telling the time to the nearest 

minute and have been using the clocks to help them with their learning.  

They have also been adding and subtracting different amounts of time. 

 

In English, we have started our new writing unit. The children are writing a diary  

entry as either the badger or the coyote from the book 'Coyote and badger' by  

Bruce Hiscock and have explored different suitable vocabulary choices to  

include in their writing and the structures and features of a diary entry.  

 

In P.E, the children have been working on their tennis skills. They worked in partners and  

were thinking about their aim and control of the ball and where they wanted it to go on  

the court and were further thinking and practising their control of using the racquet  

and the ball. 

 

 Finally, we also have also started our dance unit and are working towards 

 our end of term school production of 'You are special' by learning the songs and dances 

 to go with it. We are all very excited for you to come and watch it already! 

 

Discretionary Support – Can We Help You?  

Dear St John’s Families, 

We may be able to help you. 

As a school, we receive a small education discretionary grant fund and are required to report on how we use this to 
support our families. 

We provide this support in the form of supermarket vouchers, which can be used towards food bills, or to help offset 
energy and/or water bills. 

If you feel you would benefit from this support, please complete the form below. The amount will be less than last time 
due to the overall amount we have received and we cannot guarantee the amount until the form closes. Please be assured 
that the information will only be seen by Mrs Livings. 

Should you have any questions, please speak to her at the gate or make an appointment via the school office. 

 Discretionary Grant Application (March) 

Closing date: Friday 6th March. 

 

https://forms.gle/rY5Tm5QzwEqZxW8e6


 

 
 

 
 

The Boardwalk  - closure will continue.  

Unfortunately, the boardwalk and access to school via the field will continue to be closed next week and until further 
notice. 

Thank you for your patience, respect and understanding while we work to resolve the issue (we are getting closer to a 
resolution) and thank you for the many offers of help – we will be in touch when a plan has been finalised. 

 
 

Attendance Matters  

 

Together, we can make sure every child makes the most of their opportunities and enjoys success. 

This Week:  

Whole school attendance average:  95.4% Our target is 97% - please come and chat with us regarding any attendance 

issues. 
Best Attendance: KS1: Frogs 99.5% (so close!)  KS2: Dragonflies 100% (Well done Dragonflies) 

 
Best Timekeepers: KS1:   Tadpoles 0  late minutes  KS2: Otters 0  late minutes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Going-Home Arrangements 

As we move through the term, please can we remind all parents and carers to contact the school office if your child’s usual 

going‑ home arrangements change. 

For safeguarding reasons, this notification must come from someone with parental responsibility, not from the adult who 

is collecting your child. 

Thank you for helping us keep all children safe at the end of the school day. 

PLease also ensure that you tell the office and not the adult in class in the morning as there can often be different adults in 

class in the afternoon. 



 

 
 
 
 

A reminder – World Book Day is next half term.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Story Book Cinema – Thursday after school 

On World Book Day, we invite children to join us for Story Book Cinema, where we will be showing The Lorax. 
This event will run straight after school from 3:10pm to 5:00pm for the bargain price of £1, helping us raise 

money towards our upcoming author visit. 

Children are welcome to bring a cuddly toy and some ‘movie snacks’ (no nuts – thank you). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

PAFS 

ADULT ONLY BINGO NIGHT – 20/03 
  
PAFS are holding an adult only Bingo night on Friday 20th March – £6 a ticket -  includes the 6 books for the games. Prizes 
for lines and houses! 
  
There will be a bar serving drinks, snacks and extra books on the evening and we will be running extra games throughout 
the night so bring your £1 coins along! 
  
There will be raffle tickets on sale before and during the event with the prizes being drawn on the evening. 
  
Ideal opportunity to get together with some friends and make some new ones on the evening! 
We look forward to seeing you there. 
  
BOUNCE BONANZA TAKE 2! – 03/07 
  
Back by popular demand – Bounce Bonanza!! 
 
  
 
After great feedback and fun PAFS are putting on another Bounce Bonanza for all to enjoy! 
Lots of inflatables and games available on the day. 
  
£10 a ticket for anyone using the inflatables, spectators are free, all children need to be accompanied by a 
parent/responsible adult. 
  
LEGOLAND – 19/06 
  
PAFS have again managed to secure discounted tickets for Legoland on the June inset day – tickets are only £23 pp. Tickets 
only valid for inset day. 
  
Tickets available for all events on PTA Events – 
  
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pafs/index.cfm 
  
RAFFLE TICKETS – Hopefully everyone has received their raffle tickets now after being sent home in school bags – if you 
would like anymore please go to the school office who have some spare and more will be on sale at the Bingo Event. 
Prizes include: 
4 x Tickets to Victorious Festival 
30 Day pass to 365 Gym 
Back neck and shoulder massages at Amelias Therapies Plus many more! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pafs/index.cfm


 

 
 

Dates for your diary 

This term important dates:  
3rd March - SEND Parent coffee afternoon 2pm - 3pm - Focus on Routines at home 
4th March - Rocksteady Concert 2.30pm - 3pm 
5th March - World Book Day.  Look forward to seeing you dressed up as your favourite book 
 character 
5th March - Chartwell Menu Theme Day for World Book Day  -  Please see menu above 

9th March - Parents evening opens on Arbor at 15.00 

10th March - 13th March - Year 6 Calshot Residential 
19th March - Parents evening closes on Arbor at 15.00 

20th March - Bingo night adults only -  7pm  
23rd March - Parents Evening 3.30pm - 7.30pm 
24th  March - Yr 3 & 4 Easter Production Performances to families “ I am Special” 9.20am  
25th  March - Yr 3 & 4 Easter Production Performances to families   “ I am Special” 2.15pm  
doors open at 2pm 
24th - 27th March - Travelling Book Fair Open at School - World Book Day 
26th March - Author visit - Karen Inglis - Book signing  
26th March - Parents Evening 3.30pm - 6.30pm 
27th March - Community Hub (attendees tbc) 
Easter Service TBC 
6th May - SEND  Parent coffee afternoon 2pm - 3pm - Focus on Autism 
10th June - SEND Parent coffee afternoon 2pm - 3pm - Focus on  ADHD 
Statutory Tests: 
Year 1 Phonics Tests week commencing Monday 8th June 2026  
Year 4 Multiplication Times Table Check 2-week period from Monday 1st June 2026  
Year 6 SATS Monday 11th May to Thursday 14th May 2026 
 
Inset Days:  
1st May 2026 
19th June 2026 
 

 
 

Advertisement for Benefice Administrator 
 
The United Benefice of St John the Baptist Shedfield and St Nicholas, Wickham 
 
 
The Rector of the United Benefice of Shedfield and Wickham is seeking a Benefice Administrator. The job will involve 
supporting and assisting the Rector and leaders of the two parishes including: key office/church functions and co-
ordinating voluntary help/administration. Applicants should have appropriate qualifications and experience in 
assisting/managing with some administration ability. They should be a practising Christian as their role will include 
listening and talking with those who have pastoral/faith needs. In summary, the role is to help grow the discipleship 
and witness of the church. The job is initially expected to be for 15 hours per week, but this may increase. Flexible 
working arrangements will be considered. 
 
Salary: £10,140 - £11,700 per annum (£13 - £15 per hour) 
Hours of work: 15 hours per week Monday to Friday mornings, based in the Parish Office at St John the Baptist, 
Shedfield. Exact days/hours to be agreed and flexible working arrangements will be considered 
e.g. holiday/term time. 
 
Holiday: 4 weeks per annum, pro rata plus statutory holidays 
Pension: Enrolment into a Work Place Pension Scheme at contribution level to be agreed subject to a maximum of 6% 
of gross salary. 
 
The appointment will require a DBS. This is a post with a genuine occupational requirement under regulation 7 of the 



 

Employment Equality (Religion or Belief) Regulations 2003. 
 
 
Job Description and Person Specification provided on request – please email  
admin@stjohnthebaptistshedfield.org.uk 
 
Application letter with CV should reach Adrian Jordan (Warden) at the church office by Sunday 15th March 2026 
St John the Baptist Church, Church Road, Shedfield, Southampton SO32 2HY 01329 832162 
admin@stjohnthebaptistshedfield.org.uk 
 
Job Description and Person Specification provided on request – please email  

 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Items you may be interested in 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Courage - Compassion – Creativity  


