The Jottings - 13th March 2026
St John the Baptist C of E Primary School

‘Creating new possibilities for our future, with compassion in our hearts and courage on
our journey.’

Dear St John Families,
What a week it has been.

It has been successful for all our children, but | wanted to take a moment to share just how proud we are of our Year
6 pupils and their achievements on their residential to Calshot.

We have been genuinely blown away by their determination, courage, creativity and the compassion they have shown
towards one another. Every single child has been wonderful, and we are incredibly proud of each and every one of
them.

Throughout the week, instructors and members of the public commented on how polite the children were, how well
they listened, how they supported each other, and how they embraced every challenge with enthusiasm. They
represented our school beautifully.

Residentials are a wonderful ‘extra’ that we offer alongside our curriculum because they help children develop
confidence, independence and a deeper sense of who they are as individuals and as part of a team. These experiences
stay with them for years and play an important role in shaping their growing sense of self.

A huge thank you to Miss Sheppard, Miss Mullen, Mrs Walton and Mrs Mullen for attending the trip - their support
and organisation ensured everything ran smoothly. Thank you also to those in school who supported the trip behind
the scenes. And finally, thank you to our Year 6 parents for trusting us with your children and supporting us in giving

them an experience they will remember for a very long time.

Behind the scenes, we are reviewing our curriculum and hope to build in another ‘sleepover’ opportunity for a different
year group soon. Watch this space.

Thank you for your continued support.
Have a lovely weekend.

Rebecca Livings

Headteacher



Spotlight on Year 1 ‘

This week Year 1 has been full of fossil fun! We have
mixed, moulded and painted our own salt- dough
fossils while carefully using our observational skill.
Also, we have looked at some real fossils just like
paleontologists. The children have been completely
captivated by Mary Anning, discovering how she
searched the cliffs of Lyme Regis and uncovered incredible ;
fossils that changed what people knew about the past.

They’ve loved gathering fun facts about her

and turning them into their own brilliant sentences.

A wonderfully creative, curious and prehistoric week in Year 1!

Snuggle Buddy Book Time

Snuggle Buddy Book Time- A reminder that we are just over half way through the term so hopefully all of KS1 are well on
with completing their Snuggle Buddy Book Time ticket.

The next Snuggle Buddy Book Time session will take place in the school hall on Thursday 26th March, where children will
enjoy sharing stories together. They are invited to bring in Pyjamas, blanket and a soft toy ready to snuggle with whilst we
all enjoy some stories together. They will also receive a sweet treat this time!

Charity Day

Charity Day - At St John’s we encourage our children to show kindness and compassion by helping those who are less
fortunate than ourselves. On Friday 27th March we are holding our Annual Charity Day to raise funds for Classroom in the
Clouds a charity based in Nepal supporting children access school and a better education.

The children have voted for a non school Uniform day on Friday 27th March for a donation of £1.
We will also be holding a bake sale in the playground after school on Friday 27th March. So bring some change to pick up!

If you are able to bake or donate a cake, cookies etc... please drop them off at the school office on Friday morning. NO
NUTS PLEASE!!

Thank you in advance for your support.

Attendance Matters

Attendance
Matters

Every student. Every day

Together, we can make sure every child makes the most of their opportunities and enjoys success.

This Week:

Whole school attendance average: 95.4% our target is - please come and chat with us regarding any attendance

issues.
Best Attendance: KS1: Ducks 97.5% KS2: Dragonfly 98.4%

Best Timekeepers: KS1: Ducks 3 late minutes KS2: Otters O late minutes




Community Hub

St John the Baptist Primary i
C of E Primary School

‘Creating new possibilities for our
future, with compassion in our
hearts and courage on &%

... our journey.’
Welcome to our Community J 4

Hub
Friday 27" March
9am - 10am

We welcome all families to come along to our
Community Hub.

Everyone is invited to join our Under 5s Stay and Play,
access free advice, or simply enjoy a warm space, a chat
over tea and cake with a member of school staff and the
Church,

Stay and Play:
We've created a welcoming space where little ones can
enjoy playtime, have a snack, and listen to a story

Advice from our SENCO

if you have been unable to attend our SEND coffee
mornings, please do come along and chat to Mrs Reilly for
advice and signposting.

Meon Valley Food Bank:
Join us to discover simple, practical wa eing, improve

nutrition, stay active, and build positive routines at |

Save the date:
Where: This 0
When: Friday

Courage, Compassion, Creativity.

Ofsted
W: www.stjohnthebaptistprimary.co.uk | E: office@stjohnthebaptistprimary.co.uk 1 T: 01329 800670 ot




RAFFLE TICKETS — Hopefully everyone has received their raffle tickets now after being sent home in school bags — if you
would like anymore please go to the school office who have some spare and more will be on sale at the Bingo Event. The
draw will take place at the Bingo evening.

Prizes include:

4 x Tickets to Victorious Festival (Family Ticket)

30 Day pass to 365 Gym

Back neck and shoulder massages at Amelias Therapies Plus many more!

ADULT ONLY BINGO NIGHT - 20/03

PAFS are holding an adult only Bingo night on Friday 20th March — £6 a ticket - includes the 6 books for the games. Prizes for
lines and houses! You can purchase tickets up until Thursday 19*" March.

There will be a bar serving drinks, snacks and extra books on the evening and we will be running extra games throughout the
night so bring your £1 coins along!

There will be raffle tickets on sale before and during the event with the prizes being drawn on the evening.

Ideal opportunity to get together with some friends and make some new ones on the evening!
We look forward to seeing you there.

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pafs/index.cfm

BOUNCE BONANZA TAKE 2! -03/07
Back by popular demand — Bounce Bonanza!!

After great feedback and fun PAFS are putting on another Bounce Bonanza for all to enjoy!
Lots of inflatables and games available on the day.

£10 a ticket for anyone using the inflatables, spectators are free, all children need to be accompanied by a parent/responsible
adult.

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pafs/index.cfm



https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pafs/index.cfm
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pafs/index.cfm

Green Cross Code

Green Cross Code Poster Competition - Now Open!

We are excited to launch our Green Cross Code Poster Competition as part of our work to promote road safety during the
spring term.

Pupils are invited to design a bright, eye-catching A4 poster that encourages safe road crossing and highlights the key
messages of the Green Cross Code. This is a great opportunity for children to be creative while also learning important
safety skills.

Posters should include clear road safety messages such as:

e Stop, Look, Listen, Think

e Finding a safe place to cross
e Staying focused and avoiding distractions when near roads

The winning design will be entered into the Hampshire Road Safety competition, where it could be featured on wall
planners, parent letters, certificates, social media and presentations shared with schools across Hampshire.

How to take part:

® Pupils should create a colourful poster promoting the Green Cross Code and safe road crossing.
e Posters can be drawn, coloured or painted and should clearly show the road safety message.

Please return completed entries to Miss Young by Thursday 19th March.

We look forward to seeing all of the fantastic and creative designs!

Dates for your diary

This term important dates:

18th March - Yr 1 Phonics - Stay & Play

19th March - Parents evening closes on Arbor at 15.00

20th March - Bingo night adults only - 7pm

23rd March - Parents Evening 3.30pm - 7.30pm

24th March - Yr 3 & 4 Easter Production Performances to families “ | am Special” 9.20am
25th March - Yr 3 & 4 Easter Production Performances to families “1am Special” 2.15pm
doors open at 2pm

24th - 27th March - Travelling Book Fair Open at School - World Book Day

26th March - Author visit - Karen Inglis - Book signing

26th March - Parents Evening 3.30pm - 6.30pm (Running Club & Board Game Club Cancelled)

27th March - Community Hub (attendees tbc)

27th March - Non Uniform Day for a £1 donation to support Class Room in the Clouds & Bake sale after school

27th March - end of the financial year, please ensure that all accounts are fully paid up ie Little Johns, meals & trips
6th May - SEND Parent coffee afternoon 2pm - 3pm - Focus on Autism

7th May - Stay & Play 9am - 10am

4th June - Stay & Play 9am - 10am

10th June - SEND Parent coffee afternoon 2pm - 3pm - Focus on ADHD

Statutory Tests:

Year 1 Phonics Tests week commencing Monday 8th June 2026

Year 4 Multiplication Times Table Check 2-week period from Monday 1st June 2026

Year 6 SATS Monday 11th May to Thursday 14th May 2026




Inset Days:
1st May 2026
19th June 2026




Items you may be interested in

ouTube Safety
pdate: New Parental
ontrols

fouTube have published their latest
Ipdate on how parents can support
heir child on YouTube. YouTube will
ow allow parents to set the amount
ftime viewing Shorts ~ this can even
e set to zero. YouTube Shorts are
short videos, usually less than 60
econds long, which when
continuously watched, can lead to
Excessive screentime. Furthermore,
arents will also be able to
et bedtime and ‘take a
reak’ reminders. You can find out
ore here;

ttps://blog youtube/news-and-
events/updates-youtube-supervised-
ccounts-teens/

fyou would like to find out more
bout supervised accounts on

fouTube, then this article explains the
ifferent settings available:

Mtps://support.google.com/youtube/
nswer/10315420?hl=en-

B&ref topic=152790608&sjid=15225
D82118002181205-EU

Would you like to read
this newsletter in a
different language? You
can use the translate
tool on our web version:
https://www.knowsleyc
Ics.org.uk/march-2026/

Knowsley
City Learning Centres

Ovlive Safety Newsletter

Mobile phones: do you know
the risks?

We know that children having access to a smartphone can expose children
to risks including:

- Viewing inappropriate content

. Excessive screen time/use, which in turn can affect their mental
health and sleep pattern.

B Contact from inappropriate people/grooming

. Cyberbullying

e Spending money on in-app purchases/scams

What effects do mobile phones have on children’s mental health?
Compass discuss the research around this important topic, outlining the
positive and negative effects that mobile phones have:
https://compass-uk.org/services/compass-changing-lives/online-
resources/what-effects-do-mobile-phones-have-on-children-and-young-

peoples-mental-health/

EE Online Safety Hub

EE has published age guidance for smartphone usage to improve children’s
digital wellbeing. In summary, they recommend that children under 11
should use non-smart devices, for children aged 11-13, they advise that if a
smartphone is used, then parental controls should be enabled and access to
social media restricted. Finally, for 13-16-year-olds they still recommend
that parental controls are implemented and appropriate restrictions set up.
You can read the full guidance here:

https://ee.co.uk/internet-online-safet

Could you delay when your child is given a smartphone with
Smartphone Free Childhood?

The premise behind this movement is that all parents/carers of a class all
agree not to give their children smartphones (therefore the level of peer
pressure is reduced) for a set time or until a specific age:

https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/

What device?
When you think it is the right time for your child to have a phone, then
‘Which?’ provide an overview of some options available:

www.which.co.u

first-mobile-phone-best-dumb-phones-and-smartphones-for-kids-
aA03C3Y8aTzr



Five Nights at Freddy's

Virtual Private Networks

Five Nights at Freddy's is a horror game

A Virtual Private Network (VPN) helps make your connection between a designed to frighten 018»’0"_5 Y"ifl jump
device and the internet more secure and can help protect personal scares or creepy characte PR A0S
information and add privacy. However, whilst a VPN has benefits, it is accessed from 5‘{""“"{' ‘_"‘f“*-" for
important that you are aware that if your child is using a VPN, they may be  [tiElC LS LElERI I
able to get round Wi-Fi restrictions, access blocked or restricted websites and on thie App Store (age rating of
and bypass parental controls. It may also mean that their browsing history Rt RUEEUELEEE LIRS
is hidden. which may suggest that it is child

friendly. We would recommend that
The NSPCC provides a helpful overview of VPNSs, plus top tips and you preview the game first to ascertain
conversation starters here: its suitability for your child. You can
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/vpns-and-  [RAEEESAEERIES
online-safety/

https://www.bark.us/content
review/five-nights-at-freddys-review;

Soclal Media Algorithwms

What is an Algorithm?
Algorithms influence what we
see on social media platforms
and predict what type of
content we are most likely to
interact with, thereby keeping
us online for longer. The
algorithm uses information
such as who you follow, what
you have searched for and
what you have watched, liked or shared to determine what it thinks most

interests you. It will then show you this content more, for example, in the New govern ment
explore tab on Instagram.

campaign: Is your child
influenced by toxic

What do | need to know?
Whilst there are benefits to algorithms, for example it means we tend to

see content that does interest us, unfortunately there are negatives as content?
well. They can lead to increased screentime as we continue to see things
that interest us. Secondly, it can lead to users being shown large amounts The Government have launched a new
of inappropriate content which can for example, exacerbate negative body campaign providing guidance to parent
image or heighten access to misogyny content. It can also lead to ‘echo on safety settir OnVversa
chambers’ where you are only seeing content that relates to your opinion prompts and advice for tackling
rather than seeing a balanced viewpoint. misinformation and harmful content. it
also includes a quiz to help you and
Further information your child spot misleading or unreliabl
*  https://cybersmarties.com/behind-the-screen-how-algorithms- information online. You can find out
shape-what-kids-see-online/ more here:
* The BBC discuss algorithms in this article about doomscrolling: https://www.gov.uk/government/news
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesi icles/zwn R

Jis-your-child-influenced-by-t
content-new-government-campal
supports-parents-to-talk-about-
harmiul-online-content

50 @2t theyr own guscretion. No ok

finks does




Spring/Summer Menu starting after Easter break

SPRING/SUMMER i WEEK 1

2026 Ml“ " WIC: 13/04/2025, 04/05 /2026, 15/06,/2006, 06/07/2026,07/05/2026, 26/09/2026, 19/10/2026

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Beef Bolognese Pork Sausage Bites
with Mashed Potatoes and Gravy

o - o

Vegetarian Bolognese
withWholewheat Pasta © @ & el o9

© - or
Tomato Pasta

Fresh, homemade Tomato Sauce
with PennePasta @

HOT DISHES

HOT DISHES ARE SERVED WITH TWO VEGETABLES AND FRESHLY BAKED BREAD

DELI DISHES ARE SERVED WITH MIX

AVAILABLE DAILY

Fresh ful,salad, yoghurt and water . Chartwells

Schools
v Vegetarian w Vegan <« Oily Fish w Fruity! Wholegrain Nutritionist’s Choice
Ou menu is subect to change. Please be assured that allnotified medical diets and allergy requirements will be safely catered for

SPRING/SUMMER | WEEK 2

zoz‘ M'“u - W/C: 20/04,/2096, T1/05/2026, 01/06/2026, 22/06 2026, 1 3/07/2026, 14/09/2026, 05/10/2026

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Chicken and Vegetable Korma
with Potato Wedges with Wholegrain Rice ub %

o - o

Beany Vegetable Burger
with Potato Wedges @ & 0%

ox - or
Tomato Pasta

Fresh, homemade Tomato Sauce Fresh, homemade Tomato Sauce
with Penne Pasta @ &

HOT DISHES

HOT DISHES ARE SERVED WITH TWO VEGETAELES AND FRESHLY BAKED BREAD

DELI DISHES ARE SERVED WITH MIX

Chocolate Brownie

DESSERT ]

AVAILABLE DAILY

Fresh ful,salad, yoghrt snd water . Chartwells

Schools
v Vegetarian w Vegan < Oily Fish w Fruity! Wholegrain Mutritionist’s Choice
O e b ma ] e o change Plenme e ecured thet il iptifieed rmelicall et s el vy recuulr et il e il -oserect for




ER
SPRING/SUMM
2026 MENU

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Beef Meatballs in Tomato
Sauce

with Wholewheat Pastasd

™

W/C: 27/04/2026, 18/05/2026, 08/06/2026, 20/06/2026, 20/07 /2006, 31/08/2026, 21,/00/2026, 12/10/2026

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

HOT DISHES

-’

ox

Vegetable Lasagne
with GarlicBread @ # &

DESSERT

v Vegetarian w Vegan < Oily Fish

HOT DISHES ARE SERVED WITH TWO VEGETABLES AND FRESHLY BAKED BREAD

DELI DISHES ARE SERVED WITH MIX

Tomato Pasta

Fresh, homemade Tomato Sauce
with Penne Pasta @ @

Vanilla Ice Cream

AVAILABLE DAILY

Fresh ful,salad, yoghurt and water . Chartwells

Fruity! Wholegrain

Our menu is subject to change. Plesse be assured that all notified medical diets and sllergy requirements will be safely catered for.

Improving Family Communication 2 Mar 10am
Autism - Improving Communication 2 Mar 7pm
Understanding Addictive Behaviour 3 Mar 10am

Supporting a Child with ADHD 3 Mar 7pm
Anxiety Based School Avoidance 9 Mar 10am
Understanding Anger 9 Mar 7pm
Supporting Healthy Screen Use 10 Mar 10am
Facing Defiance 10 Mar 7pm
Cannabis and Ketamine Awareness 16 Mar 10am
Anxiety Explained 16 Mar 7pm
Intreduction ta OCD 17 Mar 10am
What is ACT 17 Mar 7pm
Raising Self-Esteem 23 Mar 10am
Decreasing Depression 23 Mar 7pm
Supporting Healthy Sleep 24 Mar 10am
Understanding the Teenage Brain 24 Mar 7pm
FREE Anxiety Based School Avoidence 26 Mar 7-Bpm

Schools

Nutritionist’s Choice

Come and enjoy -

?
YOLO

Stories

Drama

Easfer- Games

?ge Craft
r ACtiViw Day Cooking
For Pizza Lunch

Primary School
Children

Tuesday 31+

March

9.30a.m. -3 p.m.
gook "

https://forms.gle/gkkEysiDUTu198Th9




The HAF team can be contacted with any queries by emailing
connectdcommunities@hants.gov.uk, with the subject line FAO HAF

Thank you for helping us ensure as many children as possible can take part in the
HAF programme this Easter.

Easter 2026 HAF Flyers by District

or

Easter 2026 HAF District Flyer - Basingstoke

Free Easter holiday activities now open for
bookings

Easter 2026 HAF District Flyer - East-Hants
Fisher, Mike

Programme Manager

Easter 2026 HAF District Flyer - Eastleigh

Hampshire County Council’s Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) programme is

back for Easter and open for bookings! =|  [Easter 2026 HAF District Flyer - Fareham
Funded by the Department for Education, the HAF programme enables local ~ .

authorities to offer healthy food and enriching activities for free to children who ], Festar 2025 HAT:Distrct Fiyer:= Guspaort
receive benefit-related FSM during term time. Local authorities also have

discretion to use a percentage of their funding to provide free or subsidised HAF -
places for children who are not in receipt of benefits-related FSM but who the

local authority believe could benefit from HAF provision

Easter 2026 HAF District Flyer - Hart

3

Easter 2026 HAF District Flyer - Havant

Il

More than 160 HAF schemes will be running across Hampshire this Easter - these
will be hosted by a variety of venues, including schools, childcare settings,
community organisations, and sports providers - each offering a variety of
engaging activities

Easter 2026 HAF District Flyer - New Forest

We kindly ask for your support in sharing the information above and the = Easter 2026 HAF District Flyer - Rushmoor
attached district-specific flyers with families of children in your school
communities who receive benefit-related FSM, and other vulnerable families who
may benefit from attending HAF schemes. Ehstar 2026 HAFbistrict Fiyer=7est Valley
Parents and carers can search for local schemes and book directly with providers ot
via the Family Information and Services Hub:

Easter 2026 HAF District Flyer - Winchester

Holiday Activities and Food Programme (HAF)_ | Hampshire CTSH

roCK
STEADY

ROCK AND
POP BAND

927

LEARN TO PLAY MUSIC IN A

BAND THAT'S FOR EVERYONE. . toriisoe ina
Cheose from: Drums, quitar, bass, keyboard or vocals. “ﬁm h:nwbﬂﬂq

T

Children work their way
through a curriculum of up
10 300 musicsl skills

Insights from 1.738 chiidren

99%

Takes placa in schacl
instruments provided snd no
Bxperance necessary!

0330 113 0330 frroa-7mars bam rocksteadymusicschool.com

0 -pm, Jozo rea)

0330 113 0330

info@rocksteadymusicschool.com

Sovn-Bae Frf Bsm- B gl rots)

Taught by professional
musicians
of parents say
Rocksteady band leaders are Improves wellbeing, M d""d ’n'es or
highly trained musicians who confidunce, social skills and enjays their Rocksteady
make learning music fun academic achievement, ’
band lessons.
fnsights from 3,737 parents
Progress at their
own pace
Your child cen schieve sn Watch your child shine 88 e |
. exam-free, Ofqual-regulated they perform in their end of T ik l
; ¢ ' o N
IGNITE THEIR INNER SPARK! Trinity music qualification! tarm concerts. fesl ke Tim part
7~ Childean learn to play an instrument In thair very own band. of something, l
Fun ond Inclusive In-school band lessons. No music theory imvolved. £44.50 per mosth (no payment in Augustl Money back quarantee far Me first moach and happy
¥ Falfow their musical journcy in your Backstoge occount. Cancel at any time. Rocksteady papi
= Exam-free, Ofqual- Trinity music ———— s J
| Inst ided and no i v. EfE /




Actlye Holiday @) ‘

Camps

Easter
Activity Cclmps

Swoanmore College
Monday 30th March - Friday 10" April 2026
£26.25 perday* 9am - 4pm (extended hours available)

Multi-Sports Camp

High-energy games that build skills, confidence & teamwork

Football Camp

Skills, drills and match play for football fans of all abilities

Performing Arts Camp

Creative movement, dance and performance fun

Early booking
offer

15% off with
code APRAS15
Ends Sunday 15

o rore

WWW.A actweme360 com

aactiveme360 ) © © B

FAREHAM

LIVE

Rognoww Perfom'mg i
+ Arts presents...

FAIREST

OF THEM

Farehmn Live | Sunday 29* March
L " Matinee at me | Evenmg at 6pm
. Ticket Price: EZO

Active Holidays %) D)

Holiday Activities and Food Programme

i) Easter %
Actlon Activity Camps
Swanmore College

Monday 30th March - Thursday 2nd April 2026
9am - 4pm - extended hours available (cost applies)

HAF Camp

Our fun, active holiday camp with games, sports and
creative activities, with nutritious food included. For Free
children eligible for free school meals.

Scan now

to book!

For ages 4*-12 years (Children aged
4 must also be in Year R)

For i P ationnkbo Aok %
www.activeme360.com

@activeme360 ) @ © B

9 FREE online talk by
B & Jane Keyworth
o FACE family Advice Lead Facilitator

Decreasing Depression
23rdApril 7-8pm

Book online
www.facefamilyadvice.co.uk
Parents - Live Talks page



LEGO LUNCH

31* March

St John the Baptist, Shedfield
11am - 1pm

Aimed at 4 - 11 year olds

Children need to be
accompanied by a responsible
adult

For more information please
contact

Chris on 07906 436391

Have a good weekend.

Messy Good Friday

St John the Baptist Church, Shedfield &
St Nicholas Church, Wickham

at
Waltham Chase Village Hall
Winchester Road
Waltham Chase

5032 2LX
(parking available in front of the hall)

Friday 3™ April
10-11:30am

Crafts & activities around the story of Easter
with refreshments & hot cross buns

For children aged 4-12 with a parent, carer or
family member

Courage - Compassion — Creativity




