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Automated External Defibrillators (AED)

· Purpose
· The purpose of this policy is to ensure the availability, proper use, and maintenance of automated external defibrillators (AEDs) within our primary school premises. 
· AEDs play a critical role in responding to sudden cardiac arrests and having them readily accessible can save lives.

· Policy Statements

· Placement and Accessibility:
· St John’s Primary will have at least one AED on-site, strategically placed in a central location accessible to all.
· The AED will be prominently displayed, clearly marked, and easily identifiable.

· Training and Awareness:
· Staff members will receive training on AED usage during their induction and annually thereafter.

· Maintenance and Inspection:
· A designated staff member will be responsible for AED maintenance.
· Weekly checks will include verifying battery status, electrode pad expiration dates, and overall functionality.
· Any issues or malfunctions will be reported promptly for repair or replacement.

· Emergency Response:
· In the event of a cardiac arrest, staff should:
· Call emergency services (dial 999 or 112).
· Retrieve the nearest AED.
· Follow voice prompts provided by the AED.
· Staff should not hesitate to use the AED; it is designed for ease of use.

· Communication and Awareness:
· Parents and carers will be informed about the presence of AEDs in the school.
· We will display posters or signs indicating AED locations.
· Regular reminders will be sent to staff about AED awareness.

· Review and Updates:
· This policy will be reviewed annually to ensure compliance and effectiveness.
· Any necessary updates will be made based on changes in guidelines or best practices.
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