
 

 

Dear St John Families, 

It is certainly beginning to feel more like spring, and the children have been working incredibly hard on their learning 
this week. Teachers have also been busy reviewing this learning in preparation for next week’s Parents’ Evenings. If 
you have not yet booked an appointment, please contact the school office. 

During your meeting, your child’s attendance and attainment will be shared and discussed with you. This ensures you 
have a clear understanding of where your child is now and what their next steps will be. For this reason, we encourage 
children not to attend the appointment itself, so these conversations can take place without distraction. However, 
children are welcome to remain in the Mall for all or part of the meeting if you prefer. 

Please also remember that our Book Fair arrives on Tuesday. Children will be able to browse during your visit and after 
school from Tuesday onwards. It’s always a lovely opportunity to choose something new to read in time for Easter. 

Next week is shaping up to be a busy one, with Parents’ Evenings, the Year 3 and 4 show, our author visit on Thursday, 
and Snuggle Buddy Book Time for our reading finishers in KS1 and Year R. We also have our non‑ uniform charity day 
on Friday. Communication is important to us, so please check the calendar, our website, and our social media to stay 
up to date, or contact the office if you have any questions or queries. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Rebecca Livings  

Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Jottings - 20th March  2026 
St John the Baptist C of E Primary School  
‘Creating new possibilities for our future, with compassion in our hearts and courage on 
our journey.’ 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Spotlight on Year  

Year R have been making the most of the glorious weather spending most of their time outside. We have been exploring 

our shadows, attending to our seeds and observing changes in our spring flowers. The children have enjoyed perfecting 

their bike riding with several more children mastering a pedal bike this week! We have around two thirds of the class now 

confident riding a bike.  

Following the children’s interests they have been keen on setting up their own hotels with the loose parts outside, making 

signs, checking in their guests and even a group of cats and drawing up menus for them.  

Our Literacy and drawing club sessions have been based on the Oi Frog series which they have found hilarious, inspiring 

them to make up their own rhymes and make their own books. The children have developed a really good understanding 

of what they need to include in their sentences and are very motivated to go back and ‘chimp’ (Ch- check -imp prove = 

chimp) their writing to receive a chimp stamp.  

In Maths this week we have been finding one more and one less than 

numbers up to ten, by singing different counting songs and using 

a range of mathematical resources.  

See our Reel on Instagram @ stjohnthebaptistprimary for even more fun from this week! 

 

 

 

 

Spring Term Parents Meetings  

Spring Term Parents’ Evenings 
 

Thank you to all the parents who have already booked an appointment for our upcoming Parent’s Evening. 

If you haven’t secured a slot yet, please log in to Arbor and book your appointment as soon as possible. 

 

Meeting with your child’s teachers is incredibly important. These conversations provide:  

 

• A clear understanding of your child’s progress Teachers can share up-to-date information on how your child is doing 

academically, socially, and emotionally.  

 

• An opportunity to celebrate achievements Parent’s Evening allows us to recognise your child’s hard work and highlight 

the areas where they are thriving.  

 

• Stronger home–school partnerships When parents and teachers work together, children feel more supported and are 

more likely to succeed.  

 

• A chance to ask questions You can gain clarity on curriculum expectations, homework, or anything else relating to your 

child’s learning. We look forward to seeing you there and working together to ensure the best for your child. 

 

As the meeting will focus on your child’s progress, attainment and next steps, we encourage parents to 

attend without their child where possible. If this isn’t practical, your child is welcome to wait in the mall for 

part of the meeting. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hampshire Healthy Steps 

For those that missed them at our last community Hub:  

Barnardos - Hampshire Healthy Steps has been commissioned by Public Health to deliver a free offer for families with 

children aged 2 to 12 in Hampshire who would benefit from practical help to improve their families health and wellbeing. 

 

 The session is delivered across six fun interactive group sessions covering; healthy eating, sleep, oral health and physical 

activity.  

 

Why is it important?  

 

• Unfortunately, we know that poor nutrition in early childhood has lifelong consequences – children are more likely to 

face malnutrition, obesity, tooth decay and poorer physical and mental health as they grow.  

• 20.7% of reception-aged children and 32.2% of Year 6 children in Hampshire are overweight or obese - prevalence in 

Year 6 ranges from 25.9% in Winchester to 39.5% in Gosport.  

 

• Three in ten children aged 5 to 19 years in Hampshire are 'less active’, participating in under 30 minutes of exercise a 

day.  

 

• Around 14% of 5-year-olds in Hampshire have one or more decayed, missing, or filled teeth, ranging from 9.3% in Hart to 

18% in the New Forest.  

 

• By working directly with families to understand barriers and set realistic goals, we can support healthier development 

and reduce the risks linked to poor nutrition, sleep and oral health. 

https://www.hampshirehealthysteps.org.uk/


 

 

 
 

Attendance Matters  

 

Together, we can make sure every child makes the most of their opportunities and enjoys success. 

This Week:  

Whole school attendance average:  95.5% Our target is 97% - please come and chat with us regarding any attendance 

issues. 
Best Attendance: KS1: Ducks and Tadpoles 96.3%   KS2: Dragonfly and Otters 98.6%  

 
Best Timekeepers: KS1:  Frogs 0  late minutes  KS2: Kingfishers 8 late minutes 

 
 
 

Sporting Event 

A team of Year 5 children made the most of the sunshine on Tuesday afternoon as they took part in the Wickham 
Dodgeball Festival. The children showed  courage and enthusiasm,  with their confident throwing, sharp catching and agile 

dodging skills. Their teamwork, tactics and positive attitude were clear throughout the event. 
 

 Well done team. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charity Day 

Charity Day - At St John’s we encourage our children to show kindness and compassion by helping those who are less 

fortunate than ourselves. On Friday 27th March we are holding our Annual Charity Day to raise funds for Classroom in 

the Clouds a charity based in Nepal supporting children access school and a better education.  

The children have voted for a non school Uniform day on Friday 27th March for a donation of £1.  

We will also be holding a bake sale in the playground after school on Friday 27th March. So bring some change to pick up!  

If you are able to bake or donate a cake, cookies etc… please drop them off at the school office on Friday morning. NO 

NUTS PLEASE!!  

Thank you in advance for your support.  



 
 

Community Hub 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PAFS 

PAFS News 
 
RAFFLE TICKETS – Hopefully everyone has received their raffle tickets now after being sent home in school bags – if you would 
like anymore please go to the school office who have some spare and more will be on sale at the Bingo Event. The draw will 
take place at the Bingo evening. 
  
Prizes include: 
4 x Tickets to Victorious Festival (Family Ticket) 
30 Day pass to 365 Gym 
Back neck and shoulder massages at Amelias Therapies Plus many more! 
  
BOUNCE BONANZA TAKE 2! – 03/07 
  
Back by popular demand – Bounce Bonanza!! 
  
After great feedback and fun PAFS are putting on another Bounce Bonanza for all to enjoy! 
Lots of inflatables and games available on the day. 
  
£10 a ticket for anyone using the inflatables, spectators are free, all children need to be accompanied by a parent/responsible 
adult. 
  
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pafs/index.cfm 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Green Cross Code 

Green Cross Code Poster Competition – Now Closed! 

We are delighted to share that our Green Cross Code Poster Competition is now closed. Pupils have created some 

wonderfully bright and eye‑ catching A4 posters promoting safe road crossing and the key messages of the Green Cross 

Code. 

Children explored important safety reminders such as: 

● Stop, Look, Listen, Think 

● Finding a safe place to cross 

● Staying focused and avoiding distractions near roads 

The winning design will be entered into the Hampshire Road Safety competition, where it may be featured on wall 

planners, parent letters, certificates, social media and presentations shared with schools across Hampshire. 

Thank you to everyone who took part — the creativity and effort have been fantastic to see. 

 

 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pafs/index.cfm


 

 
 

Dates for your diary 

This term important dates:  
23rd March - Parents Evening 3.30pm - 7.30pm 
24th  March - Yr 3 & 4 Easter Production Performances to families “ I am Special” 9.20am  
25th  March - Yr 3 & 4 Easter Production Performances to families   “ I am Special” 2.15pm  
doors open at 2pm 
24th - 27th March - Travelling Book Fair Open at School - World Book Day 
26th March - Author visit - Karen Inglis - Book signing 
26th March - Snuggle Buddy Book Time for our reading finishers in KS1 and Year R 
26th March - Parents Evening 3.30pm - 6.30pm (Running Club & Board Game Club Cancelled) 
27th March - Community Hub (Meon Valley Food Bank and School Sendco) 
27th March - Non Uniform Day for a £1 donation to support Class Room in the Clouds & Bake sale after school 
27th March - end of the financial year, please ensure that all accounts are fully paid up ie Little Johns, meals & trips 
6th May - SEND  Parent coffee afternoon 2pm - 3pm - Focus on Autism 
7th May - Stay & Play 9am - 10am 
4th June - Stay & Play 9am - 10am 
10th June - SEND Parent coffee afternoon 2pm - 3pm - Focus on  ADHD 
Statutory Tests: 
Year 1 Phonics Tests week commencing Monday 8th June 2026  
Year 4 Multiplication Times Table Check 2-week period from Monday 1st June 2026  
Year 6 SATS Monday 11th May to Thursday 14th May 2026 
 

Inset Days:  
1st May 2026 

19th June 2026 
 

 
 

Items you may be interested in 

 

Spring/Summer Menu starting after Easter break 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a good weekend.  
 

Courage - Compassion – Creativity  


