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Thursday 16th April 2026

Welcome to St John the Baptist Church of England Primary School.

We are delighted that you have chosen St John’s for your child’s primary education. We work hard to ensure every child is known personally and given the best opportunities to succeed. We are very much looking forward to meeting you and your child and seeing them flourish. As parents, we welcome you into our community and look forward to sharing the responsibility of educating your child with you.

To confirm your acceptance of the place, please provide us with evidence of the address given on your application by supplying two of the following documents:
· A recent household bill
· A recent bank statement
· If you have moved house: a solicitor’s letter confirming that exchange of contracts has taken place or a signed tenancy agreement

You will also need to provide proof of your child’s date of birth in the form of their birth certificate. Please ensure all documents are submitted by 30th April. The school office is open between 08.30am – 3.30pm.

Starting school is an important milestone, and there is a lot to take on board as you and your child adjust to new routines and a different way of organising the day. To ensure your child gets the very best possible start, we have arranged several transition meetings and events, and we encourage you to attend as many as you can. Experience shows that children who take part in the summer transition sessions settle much more quickly in September and are ‘ready to learn’ from the very beginning. Even children who already know the school well, such as younger siblings, benefit greatly from joining the full transition programme.

At St John’s, our values of courage, compassion and creativity guide everything we do. We will support your child to approach new experiences with courage, to show compassion to others as they build friendships, and to express their creativity as they explore, learn and grow.

We cannot wait to welcome you into our school family.

Dates for transition 2026

· Welcome meeting for parents: Wednesday 3rd June 5.45pm - 7.00pm

· Visits to preschools: Organised by school and preschools during May and June 

· Forest Fun Tuesday 16th June 3.30pm - 4.30pm on the field siblings welcome (subject to weather conditions) 
· Stay and plays 
· Thursday 7th May - 09.00am - 10.00am - Drop in. No need to sign up.
1. Thursday 4th June - 09.00am - 10.00am. Sign up for this at the meeting.
2. Thursday 2nd July - 09.00am - 10.30am. Sign up for this at the meeting.
3. Thursday 16th July – 2.00pm - 3.00pm. Sign up for this at the meeting. 

Parents/carers welcome meeting: Wednesday 3rd June 5.45pm-7.00pm 

Please arrive for 5.45pm to have a drink, read through the information pack and start to complete the registration documents. This information evening is not suitable for children so please try to arrange childcare on this one occasion. The event will be held in the hall and there will be time to visit the Reception learning area and talk to staff.  

Stay and Play sessions (1, 2 & 3 above) for parent/carer and child

Please sign up at the meeting for the sessions you can attend. You and your child will have time together to explore the Year R (Reception class) environment and play. If you are not able to make any of these dates but a grandparent or other relative can, please ensure they know they are welcome to come along with your child.  It is best for your child to have at least two visits to school with you, so they feel confident and settled in the classroom.

Home Visits: 2nd, 3rd and 4th September - please sign up at the meeting on the 3rd June

We are pleased to offer a ‘home visit’ for every child. Each visit will take about fifteen minutes and provides a lovely opportunity to chat informally and ask questions. The children enjoy meeting their class teacher and it also enables you to talk to us about your child and family. Home visits are not compulsory; however, we do hope that most of you will welcome these. Feedback from parents has shown that these visits were really helpful in supporting their child’s induction into school and that children felt happier and more secure after having the chance to see their teacher on ‘home territory’. 

Starting School Monday 7th September

Your child will attend school for half a day. Children born between September and February will attend the morning session from 09.00am to 11.45am and children born between March and August will attend the afternoon session from 1.00pm to 3.00pm. 

Starting School Full Time Thursday 10th September

Thursday 10th September– from this date there is the option for your child to start full time. We recognise that for some children a part time option may suit your child’s needs better. We can personalise this to suit your child's/family needs which can be discussed at home visits.  On Thursday 17th you are invited to our Teddy Bears Welcome Picnic 3.15pm - 4.15pm.

How we will communicate with you once accepted and set up - Arbor 

In due course you will receive an email from Arbor where we will be asking you to complete a range of consents and permissions - further details to follow.
In the meantime, we will email information directly to you, however, please take a look at our website: St John the Baptist C of E Primary School - Home. We have created a dedicated tab under Parents & Carers Information just for you, filled with helpful details to support your child’s transition. This page will be updated with copies of any letters or information we send out, so you can always find what you need. If you have any questions, big or small, please feel free to give us a call or send us an email.
If your child has any additional needs or a disability, the sooner you contact us, the sooner we can put the right support in place to help them thrive. Please contact Mrs Alison Reilly, our Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Coordinator (SENDCo), via the school office if you feel an early appointment would be helpful.
To further keep up to date with life at St John’s, please follow us on our social media channels:
Instagram: stjohnthebaptistprimary
Facebook: St John the Baptist Primary School
Our current Year R children have even made a special video to welcome you - we hope you enjoy it!
We are very much looking forward to working with you and sharing the amazing learning journey your child is about to begin. We are passionate about enabling children to learn, to believe in themselves, and to achieve more than they ever thought possible within our beautiful school grounds and community. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.rj7tznmd9rk1]We look forward to meeting you soon.
Best wishes,


Rebecca Livings
Headteacher 
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