
 

 

Dear St John’s Families, 
 
We’ve enjoyed another fantastic week at St John’s. Our Year 3 children had a brilliant time on their school trip 
to Fishbourne, returning full of excitement and new learning. 
 
We were also delighted to welcome a representative from the South Downs National Park, who led inspiring 
sessions on climate change and climate action. The children engaged thoughtfully, and many have already 
begun thinking about the small, positive changes they can make to support our environment both in and out 
of school. It has been wonderful to see their enthusiasm for protecting our planet. 
 
With the long weekend in mind, I wanted to share Bookdrop with you. Created in partnership with the UK’s 
children’s publishers and the Open University Reading for Pleasure team, Bookdrop is a free, half-termly digital 
newsletter designed to support reading for pleasure at home. Each edition features new books for every age 
group, author interviews, activities and peer recommendations. You can find the spring term copy using the 
link below, and the summer editions will follow. 
 
Bookdrop Newsletter - authorfy 
 
Wishing you a wonderful extended weekend. 
 
Thank you, as always, for your continued support. 
 
Rebecca Livings  
 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Jottings - 1st May 2026 
St John the Baptist C of E Primary School  
‘Creating new possibilities for our future, with compassion in our hearts and courage on 
our journey.’ 

https://authorfy.com/bookdrop-newsletter/


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Spotlight on Year 3 

In English, we finished publishing our ‘how to survive as a Roman soldier’  

explanations and Mrs Thomson has scanned some to send to Fishbourne for their 

 display area. 

In Science, we have designed an investigation to find out the answer to the question, 

‘Do flowers take in water through their stems alone, their leaves or both  

leaves and stems? ‘. We have devised a fair and controlled test and are 

enjoying observing the changes. 

In Maths, we have been using resources, arrays, bar models 

and calculations to show our understanding of multiplication and division.  

Finally, we went on an adventure to Fishbourne Roman Palace and enjoyed  

Delving more into Roman History. We ended the day on a workshop which saw us grinding  

flour on a Quern stone, writing on beeswax tablets, creating our own mosaics  

and even dressing up as a Roman prince and princess. A big thank you to all  

of the parent helpers who came on the trip.  

Attendance Matters  

Together, we can make sure every child makes the most of their opportunities and enjoys success. 

This Week:  

Whole school attendance average:  95.8% Our target is 97% - please come and chat with us regarding any attendance 

issues. 
Best Attendance - KS1: Tadpoles 100%   KS2: Dragonflies 98.2% 

 
Best Timekeepers: KS1:  Ducks 0  late minutes  KS2: Swans 0 late minutes (WELL DONE DUCKS) 

 

Attendance Extra 

Did you know… 

Even a few days of missed school can have a big impact. Poor attendance doesn’t just affect learning — it can 
make it harder for children to build friendships, develop social confidence and feel settled in school. Over time, it 

can also influence future opportunities, including work and training. 
Every day really does make a difference, and we appreciate your support in helping your child be in school, on 

time, every day they can. 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Tesco’s Fundraising 

Please shop at Tesco’s and support our school 
Every little helps. 

It’s open, and the containers for the blue tokens are now in place and ready to use. The Tesco stores supporting 
our fundraising bid are: 

● Warsash Locks Heath Express, SO31 9NZ 

● Whiteley Superstore, PO15 7LL 

Thank you for your support — every token really does make a difference, so please spread the word. 

 

Safeguarding Snippet: Navigating Group Chats 

 

Safeguarding is at the heart of all we do for our young people and the online world is hardtop navigate. In addition to our 

monthly online safety newsletters (all can be found on our website if you missed it in the jottings), we are also provided  

online safety videos and this one is about navigating group chats. 

 

Please view by clicking the link below. 

 

https://www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk/online-safety-monthly-videos/ 

 

 

https://www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk/online-safety-monthly-videos/


 

 
 

 
 

PAFS 

PAFS News 
 
BOUNCE BONANZA TAKE 2! – 03/07 
  
Back by popular demand – Bounce Bonanza!! 
  
After great feedback and fun PAFS are putting on another Bounce Bonanza for all to enjoy! 
Lots of inflatables and games available on the day. 
  
£10 a ticket for anyone using the inflatables, spectators are free, all children need to be accompanied by a parent/responsible 
 

Walk to School Week 

We are excited to take part in this year’s Walk to School Week, running from 18–22 May 2026. 

Throughout the week, we encourage families to walk, scoot, or cycle to school each day where possible. Even small changes 

can make a big difference—such as parking a little further away in our 'park and stride' and walking the last part of the 

journey. 

By taking part, you will help to: 

● Encourage healthier, more active lifestyles 

● Reduce congestion and improve safety around the school 

● Support children in developing important pedestrian and road safety skills 

We’re also planning some exciting activities during the week, which will be announced shortly—so keep an eye out for more 

details! 

We hope as many families as possible will get involved and support this positive initiative. 

 

Sports Day – May 15th  

If you didn’t see the message regarding sports day and timings…  

Timings for the day are as follows: 

● Year R, Year 1 and Year 2: 9:15 – 10:15 

● Year 3 and Year 4: 10:45 – 12:00 

● Year 5 and Year 6: 1:45 – 3:00 



 

 
 adult. 
  
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pafs/index.cfm 
  
LEGOLAND – 19/06 
  
PAFS have again managed to secure discounted tickets for Legoland on the June inset day – tickets are only £23 pp. Tickets 
only valid for inset day. 
  
Tickets available for all events on PTA Events – https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pafs/index.cfm 

 

 
 

Dates for your diary 

This term important dates:  
5th May - Bank Holiday  
6th May - SEND  Parent coffee afternoon 2pm - 3pm - Focus on Autism 
7th May - Stay & Play 9am - 10am 
11th -   14th May - Year 6 SATS 
15th May - Sports Day 
15th - 16th May - YR 4 Sleepover 6pm - 8am 
21st May - Snuggle Buddy Book Time.  Yr R & Key stage 1- 2.30pm - 3pm (Parents Invited) 
21st May - Community Hub - School Nurse 2  - 3pm 
25th May - Bank Holiday  
26th May - 29th May - Half Term  
3rd June - 8th July Year 5 Swimming every Wednesday  
4th June - Stay & Play 9am - 10am 
10th June - SEND Parent coffee afternoon 2pm - 3pm - Focus on  ADHD 
16th June - Year 5 Trip to Ford Purbrook 
2nd July - Shuffle up day.  Swanmore Induction Year 6 Induction  
3rd July - Year 6 Leavers at Portsmouth Cathedral  
14th & 15th July  - Year 6 Production Performance  
16th July - New Yr R intake Stay & Play  
17th July - Community Hub 9am - 10am  
22nd - Last Day of Term 

 
Statutory Tests: 

● Year 1 Phonics Tests week commencing Monday 8th June 2026 
● Year 4 Multiplication Times Table Check 2-week period from Monday 1st June 2026 

● Year 6 SATS Monday 11th May to Thursday 14th May 2026 
 

Inset Days:  
1st May 2026 

19th June 2026 
 

 

Donation Station  

Thank you to everyone who has donated to our donation station. With the basket 

now full, we have taken the proceeds to Meon Valley Food Bank 

 

We are now refilling the basket again. If you are able to spare a packet, please 

drop it into the basket in the foyer. 

Thank you for your kindness and support. 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pafs/index.cfm
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pafs/index.cfm


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Online Safety 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please find below the link to access the parent/carer session scheduled for next Wednesday 6th May 2026 (4pm – 4.45pm).   

  

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-

join/19%3ameeting_ZWMzYzRmYTYtMDk0NC00MWQ0LWIyMDctNjYzYzNkZTI0MGJj%40thread.v2/0?context=%7B%22Tid%2

2%3A%22dcdb1ea5-3b10-49a2-bf8f-5fd59edcd762%22%2C%22Oid%22%3A%225772fa8f-9814-4199-aef2-

9195804f833e%22%2C%22IsBroadcastMeeting%22%3Atrue%2C%22role%22%3A%22a%22%7D&btype=a&role=a 

  

Focus: Guide to social media and livestreaming - this will include latest trends and emerging threats and will focus on 

developing your understanding of social media and livestreaming, the associated risks and steps we can take to support 

our children. 

  

You do not need to register, you simply click on the link at the above time to access the session.  Cameras and voice/audio 

will be switched off for all attendees.  Attendees can ask questions by typing in the Q&A box, but this will be explained 

during the session. 

  

The event will be streamed using Teams.  Attendees can watch the live event in: 

● Teams app—desktop (Windows or Mac) or mobile. (The Teams app is free to download if attendees would like to do 

that beforehand). 

● If they don't have Teams you can access it via one of the following browsers - Google Chrome, Microsoft Edge or 

Firefox. 

  

As a reminder, this session (and all our virtual sessions) will be recorded and will be subsequently shared so if anybody can’t 

make the live session then they can watch it back at a time that is convenient to them. 

  

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZWMzYzRmYTYtMDk0NC00MWQ0LWIyMDctNjYzYzNkZTI0MGJj%40thread.v2/0?context=%7B%22Tid%22%3A%22dcdb1ea5-3b10-49a2-bf8f-5fd59edcd762%22%2C%22Oid%22%3A%225772fa8f-9814-4199-aef2-9195804f833e%22%2C%22IsBroadcastMeeting%22%3Atrue%2C%22role%22%3A%22a%22%7D&btype=a&role=a
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZWMzYzRmYTYtMDk0NC00MWQ0LWIyMDctNjYzYzNkZTI0MGJj%40thread.v2/0?context=%7B%22Tid%22%3A%22dcdb1ea5-3b10-49a2-bf8f-5fd59edcd762%22%2C%22Oid%22%3A%225772fa8f-9814-4199-aef2-9195804f833e%22%2C%22IsBroadcastMeeting%22%3Atrue%2C%22role%22%3A%22a%22%7D&btype=a&role=a
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZWMzYzRmYTYtMDk0NC00MWQ0LWIyMDctNjYzYzNkZTI0MGJj%40thread.v2/0?context=%7B%22Tid%22%3A%22dcdb1ea5-3b10-49a2-bf8f-5fd59edcd762%22%2C%22Oid%22%3A%225772fa8f-9814-4199-aef2-9195804f833e%22%2C%22IsBroadcastMeeting%22%3Atrue%2C%22role%22%3A%22a%22%7D&btype=a&role=a
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZWMzYzRmYTYtMDk0NC00MWQ0LWIyMDctNjYzYzNkZTI0MGJj%40thread.v2/0?context=%7B%22Tid%22%3A%22dcdb1ea5-3b10-49a2-bf8f-5fd59edcd762%22%2C%22Oid%22%3A%225772fa8f-9814-4199-aef2-9195804f833e%22%2C%22IsBroadcastMeeting%22%3Atrue%2C%22role%22%3A%22a%22%7D&btype=a&role=a


 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Items you may be interested in 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a good weekend.  
Courage - Compassion – Creativity  


