Year 6

St John the Baptist C of E Primary School

‘Creating new possibilities for our future, with compassion in our hearts and courage on
our journey.’

Summer 2 - Learning Overview

Our Text Driver
Way Home By Libby Hathorn

Way Home is a critically acclaimed children's picture book written by award-winning
Australian author Libby Hathorn and beautifully illustrated by Gregory Rogers. This text is
highly regarded for its powerful, empathetic depiction of youth homelessness. Giving our

children the space to grow their compassion.

The narrative follows a young boy named Shane who is navigating the dangerous, gritty

night streets of a large city. Along the way, he encounters and safely rescues a frightened, stray
kitten, naming it "Spitfire, Kitten Number One"
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What we will be teaching:

English:

During this half term we will be focussing on writing emotively and communicating our thoughts,feelings
and ideas about displacement and homelessness. As part of our Cathedral visit we will be contributing to
a large installation entitled Refugees. Our poems, artwork and prayers will be displayed at Portsmouth
cathedral for our christian community and the wider public to view.

Maths:

In Maths, We will focus on flexible thinking skills for code-cracking and solving more complex problems.
We will also explore fractions with geometry, ratio and proportion as well as multiplication and division.
History/Geography:

In Geography, we will be asking: Are all Islands the Same? We will be making a UK comparison to the
Galapagos Biomes

Science:In science, we will be focussing on Classification and Evolution as well as Genetics and
inheritance. We will all spend time revisiting our KS2 Science topics in preparation for secondary school.
ART/DT:

In art we will continue with preparation for our emotive painting unit. We will focus on creating portraits
by mixing our own shades; colour matching natural shades. We will be exploring the work of a range of
artists and focussing on how expressions and life stories can be communicated through portraiture . In
DT we will embark on our sewing unit making a gift for a refugee child as well as exploring bread making.
RE: In RE, we will be learning about humanism and the ‘River of Life’ concept. This is a metaphor for
human existence and how human development expands like a river from a stream over the course of a
lifetime.

Computing: In computing we will be continuing with our programming unit and exploring how we
develop selections in Quizzes

PE:

In PE, we will be developing our rounders game within our focus of striking and field games. We will also
be exploring our athletic track skills.

French:

In this subject we will develop our fluency, exploring our likes and dislikes around hobbies and food.

We will be visiting our very own French café for breakfast, ordering our own food from the menu and
reviewing our meal in French.

We will be learning about Bastille Day (French National Day).



https://books.google.com/books/about/Way_Home.html?id=1vZJmAEACAAJ
https://guardianbookshop.com/way-home-9781842702321/

Music:

In music, we will begin our show preparation. We will explore our vocal range for singing and learn how
to project our voice for stage work.

PDL:

In this unit, we will be thinking about how we are growing and changing.

Messages to parents:
We hope you had a good break.

A few updates & reminders:
PE continues to be Thursdays and Fridays.
https://myjourneyhampshire.com/hampshire-transition
The Road Safety Team want to support parents of Year 6 students as they begin their transition to travelling
more independently.

Most Year 7 students travel to school independently. For many, this might be their first independent journey,
therefore we want to highlight the importance of making responsible choices when travelling to and from school.
To support this transition, we would like to share this newsletter with you (below). It shares how you as parents and
carers can assist your children’s next steps, whether that be giving your children the opportunity to begin to practice
those independent journeys in Year 6, perhaps a short way from school or making that new journey to their
secondary school at the start of Year 7.

We hope you find this resource helpful.

15th -19th June - Arts week is coming up. During this week we will have visiting arts professionals and take part in
a range of exciting workshops - please join us for learning in action. See the jottings for more details.

As always, please contact us if you need any support with your child, as working in partnership is so important to
us.

The Year 6 Team

year 6@stjohnthebaptistprimary.co.uk



https://myjourneyhampshire.com/hampshire-transition
mailto:year_6@stjohnthebaptistprimary.co.uk
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Parent road safety newsletter

Juna 2026

|'_'|: Transition road safety advice for parents and guardians of Year 5 & & pupils

Your child is either starting Secondary School or asking if
L they can travel to Primary school more independently; you
may have some concerns about the transition to this stage.

The Road Satety Team want to support wou with this nest - . ' f

atage: balow and overleal are soMmea Ways you can halp them

tay safer an their journey ta and fram sehool
Thie graph abowe showes our child casaally stadistios in Hamashice from 2024 whan there waore

233 casualtios aged 0 - 15 vears; this highlights the increase in caswalties as children gat older,

Young paople are more at risk 55 thay gat older and begin to traval independently. With traffic
bielng the biggest single cause of accldental death for 12 - 16 year olds, itie sgzantial your
child understands the risks om ther peak tims joumeys o and trom aehool— including what
responsible cholces thay need 1o make, o ksep themsasslves and thei friends sate.

Plan & rehearse their route to school

i your child is in Year Fiva....have you conziderad allowing them to practica thair familisr
reuta to primany achool orwalking half way indspandantly this taerm or in Septambar?
igd K your child is currently in Year Six.....your child will be making the transition to Secondary
'_. : I' School; thiz might ba thair first indepandant joumey to echool - te 5 new location.
-+ Far both scenarios, the questions below are enes you may be considening and hopefully
thess sugoastions wall suppart you and yaur child with thig ransition.

b
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Hawve they used the raute bafara?

Heva thay croased those roads, st peak time, before?
Hiave they crossed any roads, ab peak Timea?

Cro threy knevwe the route thay will be taking?

Willthey e walking with friands?
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All questions can be covarsd by completing the risk azgessmeant activty above with your child.
Fractice the route with them, conglder the risks and now they can B minimiged. Yau aould

.
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use one of their transition days to practice the routs with them - whenitis busy and at the time
of dey they will ba making the journey. Plasse email road, safetyi@hants. gov.uk for a copy of the

activity,

Plemse soo overleat for mang ideass and advice from the DIT about '
diacuasions you should have with your child sbout their journey,  § stree




Transitioning to
Secondary School

R Road casualty data shows that the humber of child pedestiian
, Casualties doubles between the ages of 9 and T7, with incidents more
likely to happen dunng drop-off and pick up fimas.

This Department far Transport resource alms to help you, as
parentsSocaraers, prepare yourchildiren) for independent travel to and

*
fram school, when thay ara mast at risk.

The Think! Sate advanturas resources givas you the tools 1o discuss
the leap to Secondary school, focusing on the tap three risky
bahaviours that young people display:

= Padestrian failure to look f distraction (frisnds and mobilas)

¢  Podestrian caraless, reckless orin a hurry
#  Safe place to cross (including parked cars and behind buses)

The campaign promotes the idea of undertaking practice journeys with vaur children, discussing
tha three road safety rules of EYES UP, SLOW DOWRN and CROSS SAFELY.

Visit Transitioning to Secondary School — THIME! to download the activity. This activity can
ba usad alongside the risk assazsment activity racommendad on tha pravious paga.

London Road Safety Council
- It’s a Jungle Out There!

“arious short clips are available to watch an
the Landon Road Safety Council You Tube
paga. The charactars are based around
various different animals portraying teenagers

as they are beginning their new journeys to

Secondary School,

* The concerns you, as parants or carers, may be having are covaraed and itis & great tool to
start those discussions about the safer choices yvour child needs to make when travelling ta
school indapendantly,
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Maisie’s story....
Dnes your child always wear their cycle helmet? }§

On Thursday 3™ Movember 2016, Jane Godden received a call
which every parent dreads; her daughter Maizie had been
involvad in a sarious road traflic collision whilst cyeling to school.

Do yow wearny your child deesn'twear their cycle halmet on
evary journgy? During racant workshops with Years 5 & G,

'!.‘I.'hE Road Safety Team wara shaocked at how many students
admit to not weanng one, and aftan giva tha following raasons:

Toancouraga young paopla to make responsible choices, we
need them te consider the conseguences of not riding
sensibly or not wearing a cycle halmaet,

It deaasnt fit

It iz uncamfortable
It looks stupid

My friends don't wear theirs The Road Safety Team would strongly encourage you to
watch Maizsie's story this video with vaur childiren.) They may
hawve sean it in school but it would give vou the opportunity to
dizcuss the impartance of making the fight choices on avery
jourmey,

They are uncocl/not very
fashionabla

Thankfully for her and her family, Maisis made the safer
chaice of wearing a helmet and is still here to share her
story; Maisie wants as many peopla as possible to haar
how waaring a halmet saved har lifa.

Just the Journey map

T “The My lourney and Road Safety Team have warked together to producs
I J adownloadable map and leaflet for secondary pupils in Hampshire.

£ 4 The maps were developed to assist new Year 7 pupils as they adjust to

3 3 their new, independent travel to secondary school. They allow pupils

g ¢ and parants to plan a safa route Lo thair new school and dastination,
with highlighted footpaths, cyola routes, padestrian crossings and

. parking available, away from tha schaal. It also displays how long tha journey

will be from your starting point, Use this map to plan your child's safe routa
with them as well as discussing why the shortest route isn't always the
safest, To view the map and leaflet, visit Just the Journey Map.

Hints and tips advice leaflet

On the second page, thare are hintz and tips for voung pecple ta help them make safer, more
rasponsible decisions whan travalling to school, whethar walking, cycling or getting the bus,
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