
 

Dear St John’s Families, 
 
What a week it has been. After several days of intense heat, I want to say how incredibly proud I am of our children. They 
have shown real courage and adaptability, taking the changes to routines in their stride and approaching each day with 
positivity and good humour. From misting sessions with the hose to lessons tucked into the shade of The Copse, it has 
certainly been an experience,  and one they handled brilliantly. 
 
I would also like to extend a heartfelt thank you to you, our families. Your support has made a huge difference: ensuring 
children arrived dressed appropriately for the weather, applying sun cream before school, taking ice lollies home to freeze 
for us, and even supplying an air-conditioning unit so we could create a ‘cool room’ for those who needed a break from the 
heat. Your compassion and willingness to help truly reflect the strength of our community. 
 
As a community school, we are always at our best when we pull together, and this week has been a perfect example of that. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Have a lovely weekend.  
 
Rebecca Livings  
 
Headteacher 
 

 
  

The Jottings - 26th June 2026 
St John the Baptist C of E Primary School  
‘Creating new possibilities for our future, with compassion in our hearts and courage on 
our journey.’ 

Spotlight on Year  

This week in Year R, the children have enjoyed exploring The Enormous Turnip, using Drawing Club to develop their own 

imaginative versions of the story. Outdoors, the class were delighted to harvest an impressive 50+ potatoes from their 

crop, using the opportunity to compare sizes and weights; these will be prepared next week for the children to enjoy as 

homemade wedges. The warm weather has provided plenty of chances to cool off under the hose while also ensuring 

our plants received the water they needed. A highlight of the week was our visit to Bishop’s Waltham Library, where the 

children travelled by mini‑bus, received their own library cards, and borrowed books in preparation for the Summer 

Reading Challenge. 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Attendance Matters  

Together, we can make sure every child makes the most of their opportunities and enjoys success. 

This Week:  

Whole school attendance average:  95.2% Our target is 97% - please come and chat with us regarding any attendance 

issues. 
Best Attendance - KS1:Tadpoles 80.7%  KS2: Dragonflies 77.3% 

 
Best Timekeepers: KS1:  Ducks 0  late minutes  KS2: Otters 0  late minutes 

 
 

It has been an exceptional week weather wise which has had a great impact on attendance, we can never 
foresee  issues like this or illnesses,  which is why regular attendance when we are able is so important for 

the children' s education and wellbeing.  
Thank you for supporting good attendance.  

 
 

Celebrating Clean Air Day 
​
Celebrating Clean Air Day 

 

Thank you to all our families who walked, wheeled, scooted, cycled, or used the Park and Stride to travel to school on 

Thursday to celebrate Clean Air Day!  Our pupils enjoyed a fabulous Active Travel Breakfast! A shout-out to all our wonderful 

helpers. We appreciate the breakfast items donated by our local companies: Ormiston Steel Services and A.G. Axtons and 

Sons. 

  

We had some lovely feedback from our pupils: 

“I love walking with my friends and chatting”, 

“You see lovely things on your walk – flowers and bees”, 

“Walking to school is a great way to get your daily exercise”, 

“Even if you have to bring the car, walking from the Park and Stride still allows you to get some daily exercise”. 

  

Travelling actively promotes healthy lifestyles, reduces traffic congestion, and helps to improve air quality around our school. 

Why not try and travel actively as often as you can? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 
 

 
PAFS 

PAFS News  

BOUNCE BONANZA TAKE 2! – 03/07 - TWO WEEKS TO GO 
  
Lots of inflatables and games available on the day.  Lots of food and drink available. 
  
£10 a ticket for anyone using the inflatables, spectators are free, all children need to be accompanied by a parent/responsible 
adult. 
 
 https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pafs/index.cfm 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Summer 2026 HAF schemes are available to view now and book from Monday 22 June 2026  

The Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) programme provides fully funded fun and educational activity sessions 
throughout the Easter, summer, and winter school holidays. Hampshire children and young people who receive 
benefit-related free school meals (FSM) can register, book, and attend HAF sessions for free. These fully 
funded fun and educational activity sessions are to support low-income families across Hampshire.  

Step 1 – Search for and book a place 

Visit the Hampshire County Council Eequ page to browse schemes in your area. Listings can be filtered by 
area, age, and scheme type. Once you have found a HAF provider that you and your child find interesting, you 
can register your interest, and you will be sent a reminder to complete your booking once they become 
available to book.  

 

Non-school Uniform Day 

Non school uniform day 

 will take place on Friday 3rd July. Children are welcome to wear their own clothes, and in exchange we kindly ask for a bottle 

donation from each child to support the tombola at our Bounce Bonanza.   

We are also collecting good condition soft toys for a teddy tombola. These can be dropped into the office from now up 

until the 3rd July.  Thank you for your ongoing support. 

Year 6 Baby Photos  

Please could we ask for all Year 6 parents to email in a baby photo of their child with the date.  

Many thanks – the Y6 Team 

School Library – BOOK RETURN  

Please can all children ensure they remember to return their library books next week, as we will be returning hundreds of 

books to our central library service to get lots of new books for the children to enjoy.  If we do not get all of the books 

returned it will impact our ability to have our full allocation.  Many thanks for your support with this.  

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pafs/index.cfm
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/connectforcommunities/holidayactivities
https://eequ.org/hampshirehaf


Step 2 – Get ready and be sure to attend 

Check the provider information for any items your child is requested to bring along. Please attend your booked 
session as an unattended session could have been used by another family who would have benefitted.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
Water Safety Guidance  

 
The HSCP Water Safety Toolkit for parents and carers offers simple, practical advice to help families stay 
safe, including: 

●​ Everyday risks at home – including bath time safety and garden hazards 
●​ Staying safe outdoors – such as the beach, around rivers and in open water 
●​ Practical safety advice – including the Water Safety Code and how to “Float to Live” 
●​ Age-specific guidance – for babies, young children, older children and teenagers 
●​ What to do in an emergency – including simple first aid steps and where to find further support 

 
 
Small actions - like close supervision, choosing safe places to swim and talking regularly with children - can 
make a big difference. 
  
Please take a moment to read and share the Water Safety Toolkit with parents and carers to help raise 
awareness and keep children safe. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.hampshirescp.org.uk/parents-and-carers/water-safety/
https://www.hampshirescp.org.uk/parents-and-carers/water-safety/


 

 

Dates for your diary 
This term important dates:  
30th June - Year 6 Primary Proms 
2nd July - Shuffle up day.  Swanmore Induction Year 6 Induction  
3rd July - Year 6 Leavers at Portsmouth Cathedral (School Uniform to be worn) & Non School Uniform Day in exchange for 
a bottle donation from each child to support the tombola at our Bounce Bonanza.  PAFS Bounce Bonanza  
14th & 15th July  - Year 6 Production Performance  
16th July - New Yr R intake Stay & Play  
17th July - Community Hub 9am - 10.30am (MHST attending)  
22nd -  YR Slide Into Summer & Last Day of Term 
 

 

INSET dates 2026-2027: 
●​ Tuesday 1st September 2026 
●​ Wednesday 2nd September 2026 
●​ Friday 23rd October 2026 
●​ Friday 12th February 2027 
●​ Friday 25th June 2027 

 
 

 

 

Flu Vaccine 

 

 
  



 
 

Staying Safe Online  

 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Items you may be interested in 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Have a good weekend.  

Courage - Compassion – Creativity  

 


