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A Guide for Parents and Carers
What is an EHCP?
An Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) is a legal document that outlines the special educational, health, and social care support that a child or young person with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) may require. It is designed to help children reach their full potential at school and beyond.

Who can request an EHCP?
An EHCP can be requested for children and young people (up to age 25) who have SEND that requires more support than is normally provided in mainstream education.
· Requests can be made by parents, carers, or the school/setting.

The EHCP Process in Hampshire
1. Request for Assessment
· Parents, carers, or schools submit a request to Hampshire County Council’s SEND Team.
· Include details about the child’s needs, interventions already in place, and professional reports.
2. Decision to Assess
· The local authority considers whether the child’s needs require an EHCP.
· Decision made within 6 weeks of the request.
3. Assessment Phase
· Professionals from education, health, and social care gather evidence about the child’s needs.
· This may include assessments, observations, and reports from teachers, therapists, and doctors.
4. Draft EHCP
· If an EHCP is deemed necessary, a draft plan is created.
· Parents are consulted to ensure it reflects the child’s needs accurately.
5. Final EHCP
· The local authority finalises the plan and names a school or setting.
· The plan includes the child’s needs, outcomes, and provision required.
6. Annual Review
· EHCPs are reviewed at least once a year to ensure the plan meets the child’s evolving needs.
· Parents, schools, and professionals contribute to the review.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Key Points for Parents
· You have the right to request an assessment and be fully involved.
· EHCPs cover education, health, and social care needs.
· Schools are required to follow the EHCP and provide support outlined.
· Mediation services are available if you disagree with decisions.
· EHCPs can be amended if your child’s needs change.

Useful Contacts
· Hampshire SEND Information, Advice and Support Service (SENDIAS): https://www.hampshiresendiass.co.uk/contact-us/  
 0808 164 5504
· Hampshire County Council SEND Team:  https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/send/contacts 
SENhelpdesk@hants.gov.uk
winchester.sen@hants.gov.uk
01329 316165 09.30-12.30 Monday to Friday 
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