
 

 

Dear St John Families, 
 

It’s been another vibrant week here at St John’s! We’ve welcomed new faces at our first open event for prospective 
parents, hosted a joyful “Stay and Play” session for under‑ 5s, and held a brilliant phonics workshop for our Year R families. 
Thank you to everyone who joined us, your involvement makes our community stronger and reflects the compassion at the 
heart of our school. 

Across the school, children have been busy making thoughtful choices as they elected their new Class Ambassadors. We’ve 
also had the privilege of reading applications for Prefects and EARA representatives (Equality and Rights Advocates). It has 
been heart‑warming to hear their voices, aspirations and ideas. The courage they have shown in putting themselves 
forward is something we are incredibly proud of. After careful consideration, the final decisions have now been shared, and 
we know our pupil leaders are going to help make big changes this year. 

We’re also delighted to announce our newly appointed Junior Road Safety Officers and House Captains, who will work 
alongside the teaching team to represent their peers and help drive positive change throughout the school. A huge thank 
you to every child who applied, you’ve demonstrated remarkable courage, leadership and commitment, and your creativity 
in sharing your ideas has shone through. 

This week, we have also been getting into classes, not just teaching, but working closely with staff on our School 
Development Plan and how we are supporting all children, all of the time. We have fantastic teaching staff here at St John’s 
who work hard every day to ensure every moment counts. Their compassion for your children, their courage in continually 
refining their practice, and their creativity in the classroom are what make our school such a special place. 

Our plea for volunteers has also been answered, and we are delighted to welcome James Hammond and Adam Jowett into 
school to share their coaching skills with our children. As always, volunteers are an invaluable resource in our community, 
and we thank them all sincerely for their time and commitment. If you would like to volunteer, please contact the school 
office, who can guide you through the process. 

As always, thank you for your continued support.  

Wishing you all a restful weekend. 

 
Rebecca Livings  
 
Headteacher 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Jottings - 2nd October 2026 
St John the Baptist C of E Primary School  
‘Creating new possibilities for our future, with compassion in our hearts and courage on 
our journey.’ 



 

 
 
 
 
 

In the Spotlight - Year 1 

 

This Week in Year 1 

We have had a wonderful and exciting 
week of learning in Year 1! 

In English, we have been going on an 
exciting adventure with the witch from 
Room on the Broom. We have been 
developing our use of adjectives to help 
us describe characters in more detail. 
We have also been practising using our 
magical conjunction “and” to join ideas 
and make our sentences more 
interesting. 

In Maths, we have been learning how to 
compare and measure lengths. We have been using the mathematical vocabulary “longer,” “shorter,” and 
“the same length” to compare different objects. We have also been measuring and comparing lengths 

using Multilink cubes, helping us to develop our understanding 
of measurement in a practical and hands-on way. 

In RE, we have been thinking about what makes the world 
special to us. The children have shared their ideas and created 
drawings to show the things they value and appreciate about 
our wonderful world. 

It has been a fantastic week of learning, and we are very proud 
of all the enthusiasm and effort the children have shown. Well 
done, Year 1! 

  

 

 
 
 

Cross Country success 
 
A massive congratulations to the 11, year 5 and 6 children who participate in the cross country at Swanmore this week. 
They showed huge courage in a field of 250 children. We are extremely proud of them.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Early Reading Matters  

 

A Huge Thank You! 
 

Thank you to all the parents who joined us for our phonics worship with Mrs Graham today. It was lovely to have you 

with us and to share the children’s learning together. 

 

 

Flu Vaccine  

  

Flu Vaccine 30th November 
The vaccine protects against flu, which can cause serious health problems such as 

bronchitis and pneumonia. It is recommended for children from Reception to Year 11 

every year. Find out more about the children’s flu vaccine on NHS.UK. 

 

More information and consent forms to follow soon. 

 
 

 
 

Harvest Time  

Thank you for the donations so far…. 
 

Harvest Donations for Southampton City Mission 

 
Monday 28th September - Friday 2nd October   

Non-Perishable food and toiletries only.  
Please check the dates. 

 

 
Our donation station can be found outside reception.  

 

   



 

 
 

We are taking part in Walktober 

 

As we head into autumn, it’s important to stay active and spend 
time outdoors whenever possible. To encourage this, Hampshire 
County Council’s Travel Planning Team is inviting schools to take 
part in Walktober 2026 as part of International Walk to School 
Month. 
  
Walktober encourages pupils, families and staff to choose active 
and sustainable travel throughout October. 
  
We hope as many of our pupils, families and staff as possible will 
take part by walking, wheeling, cycling, scooting, using Park and 
Stride or travelling by public transport for journeys to and from 
school, work and for other journeys too. 
  
Top Tips, More Trips 
As part of Walktober 2026, we are inviting pupils, families and staff 
to share their top tips for active and sustainable travel. Tell us 

about your journeys and share practical ideas to inspire others to walk, wheel, cycle, scoot, use Park and Stride 
or travel by public transport more often. 
  
Whether you regularly travel in an active and sustainable way or, as part of Walktober, decide to try it for the 
first time, we’d love you to share your top tips! 
 
Your journeys could include travelling to or from school or work, a local walking or wheeling trip during the 
school or working day, a journey made using public transport, or an active trip taken in your leisure time. 
  
Your Top Tips, More Trips entry can be in any format, such as a report, poem, rap, photo collage, presentation, 
blog, podcast or diary. Be as creative as you like! 
  
Every eligible entry from staff, pupils, parents and carers counts towards our school's Walktober total. The 
school with the highest number of eligible entries, relative to school size, will be crowned the Walktober 2026 
winner. The winning school will be able to choose from a range of exciting prizes that support outdoor 
exploration and learning, including wildlife and nature resources, gardening equipment, vouchers and more. 
  
Pupil entries will also be entered into the pupil competition for a chance to win books, nature-themed games, 
outdoor exploration kits, vouchers and other great prizes. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

Christmas Box appeal launched 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shoe boxes and leaflets giving all 
information can be picked up from the 

school office. 

 

Shoe boxes are being sent to children in 
Ukraine to help give them a great 

Christmas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Dates for your diary - details can also be found  on the school website calendar 

This half term:  
1 October - Stay and Play for Pre-schoolers and Toddlers 
2 October - Year R Parents workshop & stay and play (9.00 - 10.00)  
6 October - Tag Rugby (3.30 - 5.00) 
7 October - Open session (9.30 - 10.30) 
13 October - SEND coffee afternoon 
14 October - Year 6 Educational visit 
14 October - Shoebox appeal - boxes in please  
16 October - Open session (9.30 - 10.30) 
20 October - Open session (1.15 - 2.15) 
22 October tbc - Community Hub (9.00 - 10.00) 
23 October - INSET Day, school closed to children for staff training  
26 - 30 October - HALF TERM, school closed 
5 November – Stay and Play for Pre-schoolers and Toddlers (9.00 – 10.00) 
6 November – Kinetic Letters workshop and Stay and Play (9 – 9.45) 
11 November - Open session (9.30 - 10.30) 
23 November - Open session (5.00 – 6.00) 
30 November – Flu Vaccine  
3 December –  Stay and Play for Pre-schoolers and Toddlers (9.00-10.00) 
3 December - Christmas Disco  
4 December - Christmas shop  
9 December - Rock Steady Concert to parents (2.00 - 3.00) 
15 December - School Carol Service at St John’s church (6.00 - 7.00) 
6 January - Open sessions (9.30 - 10.30) 
7 January -  Stay and Play for Pre-schoolers and Toddlers (9.00-10.00) 
4 February -  Stay and Play for Pre-schoolers and Toddlers (9.00-10.00) 
11 February - None School Uniform (to raise money for the colour run) 
22 February - 5 March - Coin wars  
4 March -   Stay and Play for Pre-schoolers and Toddlers (9.00-10.00) 
19 March - Easter Trail  
23 April - Games Night (Adults only)  
6 May -  Stay and Play for Pre-schoolers and Toddlers (9.00-10.00) 
2 July - Colour Run  
 

** If you would like to volunteer for any of the events please contact PAFS pafswalthamchase@gmail.com ** 

 
 

INSET dates 2026-2027 

● Friday 23rd October 2026 
● Friday 12th February 2027 
● Friday 25th June 2027 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

Online Safety Newsletter 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Items you may be interested in:  
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                                                                                   Have a good weekend.  
Courage - Compassion – Creativity  


