
 

 

Dear St John Families, 
 

As we move further into the term, I am continually impressed by the enthusiasm, curiosity and determination our children 

are showing in their learning. Across the school, classrooms are buzzing with discussion, creativity and a love of discovery, 

and it is a pleasure to see our children embracing new challenges each day. 

One area that remains a key priority for us is reading. Reading opens the door to the entire curriculum and plays a vital role 

in children's academic success, confidence and wellbeing. Through reading, children build knowledge, develop vocabulary, 

expand their imagination and gain a deeper understanding of the world around them. 

We are committed to fostering a genuine love of reading at St John's. Whether children are sharing stories in Early Years, 

developing fluency in Key Stage 1 or exploring increasingly complex texts in Key Stage 2, we want every child to see 

themselves as a reader and to experience the joy that books can bring. 

Thank you for the support you provide at home. Research consistently shows that regular reading practice has a significant 

impact on children's progress. Just ten minutes of reading each day, sharing a story together, discussing a book, or asking 

questions about what your child has read can make a real difference. These moments not only strengthen reading skills but 

also create valuable opportunities for conversation, connection and learning. 

Alongside reading, we continue to encourage children to develop positive learning habits. Resilience, independence, 

curiosity and a willingness to learn from mistakes are all qualities that help children thrive both in school and beyond. We 

celebrate effort as well as achievement and encourage our pupils to approach challenges with courage and determination. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued partnership and support. 

Wishing you all a restful weekend. 

 
Rebecca Livings  
 
Headteacher 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Jottings - 9th October 2026 
St John the Baptist C of E Primary School  
‘Creating new possibilities for our future, with compassion in our hearts and courage on 
our journey.’ 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In the Spotlight  

This Week it is Year 2! 

Year 2 has been incredibly busy this week as they continued their mission to solve the mystery of the classroom 
mess! In English, the children wrote postcards to the office in the hope of uncovering clues. They were thrilled when 
they received a letter from Duncan asking for their help and have enthusiastically begun planning persuasive letters 
to convince the crayons to return home. 

In DT, the children have been designing and creating moving pictures inspired by The Colour Monster, which they 

are looking forward to sharing with Year 1 next week. They also thoroughly enjoyed welcoming Year 3 into the 

classroom to showcase their English learning. 

In Maths, the children have been investigating the addition and subtraction of multiples of ten, identifying patterns 

and making connections within their learning. They have also begun exploring length and measure, enjoying 

practical, hands-on activities, including measuring objects around the school grounds. 

In Geography, the children have been developing their understanding of the locality of our  school and learning how 

to use a compass to navigate. Meanwhile, in our Happy Minds sessions, the children reflected on the benefits of 

happy breathing, sharing that it helps them feel calm, focused and ready to learn. 

It has been another fantastic week of enthusiastic learning, curiosity and teamwork in Year 2! 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Online Safety Newsletter 
Please find below the link to the recording and presentation of the Parent/Carer session that took  
place recently with Knowsley Council Online Safeguarding Team: 
  
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1WUXtaCvNbi_FAYMLnuyCgO9M4lV2NBj8?usp=sharing 
  
Knowlsey Council  have also embedded a copy of the video on their website for those who would prefer 
to watch it via a browser or share this link: 
  
https://www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk/online-safety-parent-carer-session-sept-2026/ 
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Learning in Action  

As you know, the partnership between home and school is incredibly important to us. We are so grateful for the many 
ways you support our school community, whether through volunteering, attending trips, supporting PAFS events, or simply 
taking an active interest in your child's learning. 

We believe that children achieve their very best when parents and school work together. It is wonderful when you know 
what your child is learning, how they learn, and how you can support them at home. 

With this in mind, we are delighted to announce that our Learning in Action sessions 
are returning this term. 

Save the Date 

KS1 Learning in Action 

 Tuesday 20th October 

 9:00am to 9:45am 

KS2 Learning in Action 

 Wednesday 21st October 

 9:00am to 9:45am 

These sessions provide a fantastic opportunity to come into school, spend time in the classroom, and see learning taking 
place first-hand. We look forward to welcoming you and sharing the wonderful experiences our children enjoy each day. 

For our Reception families, Learning in Action will look a little different this year. As the children continue to settle into 
school life, and because we already invite parents into school for Phonics and Kinetic Letters sessions, these are/will be 
our Learning in Action opportunities for YR. These sessions provide a wonderful chance to see your child's early reading 
and writing skills developing and to learn more about how we support them on their learning journey. 

As you know, our classrooms are quite cosy spaces and, unfortunately, we are unable to accommodate siblings during 
these sessions. 

Thank you for your continued support and partnership. We look forward to welcoming you into school and sharing learning 
with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Harvest Time - still time to donate 

Thank you for the donations so far…. 
 

Harvest Donations for Southampton City Mission 

 
Monday 28th September - Friday 2nd October   

Non-Perishable food and toiletries only.  
Please check the dates on the items. 

 
Our donation station can be found in the Foyer..  

 

 

 

 

 

Flu Vaccinations  

School Age Immunisation Service - Parent Newsletter 

Annual Flu Vaccination Programme 

All children are eligible to receive the flu vaccine. Parents and carers are sent a link 

to the online consent form between September and November, ahead of the school 

vaccination session. 

The vaccine is usually given as a nasal spray. For children who cannot have the 

nasal spray due to medical or religious reasons, a porcine-free injectable vaccine is available. Details about 

how to request this are included on the electronic consent form. 

Why should I get my child vaccinated?  Flu is a highly infectious illness that children can catch and spread 

easily. For many children, flu can be very unpleasant and may lead to complications such as ear infections, 

bronchitis, or pneumonia. In some cases, it can result in serious illness requiring hospital treatment. 

Vaccinating your child not only helps protect them from flu but also reduces the spread of the virus to 

others who may be more vulnerable to serious illness, including babies, pregnant women, older adults, and 

those with long-term health conditions. 

What if my child misses their school vaccination session?  If you provide consent for your child to receive the flu 

vaccine and they are absent on the day of the school session, you will automatically receive an email 

inviting you to book an appointment at a local community clinic, ensuring your child still has the 

opportunity to be vaccinated. 

It's not too late to complete the consent form. Even if your child's school vaccination session has already 

taken place, submitting a form now will allow you to book an appointment at a local community clinic. 

For contact details and further information about the School Aged Immunisation Service and the 

vaccination programmes offered, please visit: 

https://www.healthforkids.co.uk/hampshire/collections/school-age-immunisation-service/ 

  

https://www.healthforkids.co.uk/hampshire/collections/school-age-immunisation-service/


 

 

 

 

Dates for your diary - details can also be found  on the school website calendar 

This half term:  
13 October - SEND coffee afternoon 
14 October - Year 6 Educational visit 
14 October - Shoebox appeal - boxes in please  
16 October - Open session (9.30 - 10.30) 
20 October - Open session (1.15 - 2.15) 
22 October tbc - Community Hub (9.00 - 10.00) 
23 October - INSET Day, school closed to children for staff training  
26 - 30 October - HALF TERM, school closed 
5 November - 9am Stay and Play for Pre-schoolers and Toddlers 
5 November - Special Let’s Rocket lunch to celebrate Bonfire Night 
11 November - Open session (9.30 - 10.30) 
23 November - Open session (5 - 6pm) 
30 November - Whole School immunisations 
3 December - 9am Stay and Play for Pre-schoolers and Toddlers 
3 December - Christmas Disco  
4 December - Christmas shop  
9 December - Rock Steady Concert to parents (2.00 - 3.00) 
15 December - School Carol Service at St John’s church (5.00 - 6.00) 
6 January - Open sessions (9.30 - 10.30) 
7 January -  9am Stay and Play for Pre-schoolers and Toddlers 
4 February -  9am Stay and Play for Pre-schoolers and Toddlers 
11 February - None school Uniform (to raise money for the colour run) 
22 February - 5 March - Coin wars  
4 March -  9am Stay and Play for Pre-schoolers and Toddlers 
19 March - Easter Trail  
23 April - Games Night (Adults only)  
6 May -  9am Stay and Play for Pre-schoolers and Toddlers 
2 July - Colour Run  
 

** If you would like to volunteer for any of the events please contact PAFS pafswalthamchase@gmail.com ** 

INSET dates 2026-2027 

● Friday 23rd October 2026 
● Friday 12th February 2027 
● Friday 25th June 2027 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

PAFS  

 

 

 

Thank you for all the kind uniform donations. Can we please 
ask that all donated uniform is clean and in good condition - 

no holes please. 

 

 

 

AGM in November - More details to follow  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Items you may be interested in:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                                                  Have a good weekend.  
Courage - Compassion – Creativity  


