
 

 

Dear St John Families, 
 

This week, our whole school community has been reflecting on the value of Compassion — the theme guiding our collective 
worship and shaping conversations and learning across classrooms. It has been inspiring to see children recognising moments 
of kindness, supporting one another and showing empathy in ways that truly reflect our St John’s spirit. 

We have also enjoyed a wonderfully busy week. Year R hosted their delightful Teddy Bears’ Picnic, which led to a flurry of 
baking, teamwork and excitement as the children created treats to share. In Year 6, pupils rose to the challenge of Bikeability, 
developing new skills, showing resilience and encouraging one another throughout each session. 

Across the school, children have continued to demonstrate compassion not only in their learning but in their play, friendships 
and daily interactions. These small moments, the quiet kindnesses, the thoughtful choices, the willingness to help, are where 
our values truly come alive. 

As we move forward, we remain committed to nurturing these values in every child, every day. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Wishing you all a restful weekend. 

 
Rebecca Livings  
 
Headteacher 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Jottings - 18th September 2026 
St John the Baptist C of E Primary School  
‘Creating new possibilities for our future, with compassion in our hearts and courage on 
our journey.’ 



 

 
 
 

In the Spotlight - Year 6 

What a wonderful and busy week Year Six have had! 
We began the week with our two-day Bikeability course. The Bikeability team were incredibly impressed by the 
children’s excellent listening skills, positive attitudes and the respect they showed towards their instructors. 
Everyone made fantastic progress and, although the course was certainly physically tiring, the children remained 
enthusiastic, determined and resilient throughout. We were incredibly proud of their efforts. 
Throughout the rest of the week, we have travelled back in time to explore life in Tudor England through our 
English focus text, The Diver’s Daughter by Patrice Lawrence. The children have investigated the main character 
through careful questioning and, as aspiring historical writers, have begun to build a rich bank of technical 
vocabulary linked to the period. Our writing has focused on sentence structure, precise adjectives and the use 
of personification to bring the River Thames to life. We have certainly learnt a lot about pottage, wherry men 
and the infamous ‘Big Stink’! 
In Art, we have begun developing our drawing and painting skills, experimenting with colour mixing to create a 
wonderful range of blue and green hues. 
In Maths, our focus has been on the value of decimal numbers. The children have enjoyed using our new 
resources to partition decimals flexibly, demonstrating their understanding of tenths and hundredths. This has 
helped us to tackle addition and subtraction problems involving decimals and larger numbers. We have also 
sharpened our multiplication skills, with a particular focus on the 7 and 8 times tables. 
Finally, our new My Happy Mind programme has helped us to think about how our brains work best and how 
we can support ourselves to learn, focus and thrive. We are very proud of the enthusiasm, resilience and 
kindness the children have shown in their learning this week. 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT YEAR 6 HAVE CHANGED THEIR PE DAYS TO MONDAYS AND THURSDAYS 

 
 

Home Learning and Reading Challenge 

 

What an amazing start to our new homework model, designed to reinforce learning and support children in 

practising the retrieval of key knowledge. We truly appreciate the effort families are putting into this, and want to say 
a heartfelt thank you for your continued support. 

A reminder that we run a Homework Club every Thursday after school for any child who may benefit from a little 
extra help. If you would like a place, please contact the school office to book. 

From all the Teaching Team at SJTB – thank you. 



 

 

KS1 Playground Update – A place to practice our values of Courage, Compassion and Creativity.  

 

Last year, we developed our Year R playground into an amazing space where our youngest 
children can play, learn and grow. It truly is fantastic — designed to meet their needs as they 
explore, strengthen their skills and develop through purposeful play. 

As part of our continued development, we have now invested in the KS1 playground to ensure 
those same rich opportunities continue beyond Year R. We have added a sand pit for digging 
and creative building, rebuilt the cabin to support role play, and this week opened our new mud kitchen to encourage 
collaboration and imaginative play. The children are loving these new additions, which sit beautifully alongside the 
woodland area and existing play apparatus. 

Everything we do at St John’s is for our children — and that includes their play and lunchtimes. While they may feel they 
are simply playing, they are in fact learning, practising key skills and growing every day. 

 
 
 

Reception School Places 2027 
 

If you have a younger child due to start school in September 2027 (children born between 1 September 2022 and 31 
August 2023), please see the attached flyer containing important information about applying for a school place at 
Whiteley Primary School. 

Key dates:  

● Applications open: Sunday 1 November 2026  

● Applications close: Friday 15 January 2027 

We encourage all eligible families to submit their application within the application window. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safeguarding matters! 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

Dates for your diary - details can also be found  on the school website calendar 

This half term:  
22 September - Volunteers Afternoon Tea, by invitation (2.00 - 3.00) 
22 September - Cross Country Event (3.30 - 5.00) 
23 September tbc - Flu Immunisation, whole school 
29 September - Yr 5 & 6 Cross Country Event (3.30 - 5.00) 
1 October - Stay and Play for Pre-schoolers and Toddlers 
2 October - Year R Parents workshop & stay and play (9.00 - 10.00)  
6 October - Tag Rugby (3.30 - 5.00) 
13 October - SEND coffee afternoon 
14 October - Year 6 Educational visit 
22 October tbc - Community Hub (9.00 - 10.00) 
23 October - INSET Day, school closed to children for staff training  
26 - 30 October - HALF TERM, school closed 

INSET dates 2026-2027 

● Friday 23rd October 2026 
● Friday 12th February 2027 
● Friday 25th June 2027 

 

Christmas Box appeal launched this week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shoe boxes and leaflets giving all 
information can be picked up from the 

school office. 

 

Shoe boxes are being sent to children in 
Ukraine to help give them a great 

Christmas 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Items you may be interested in:  
 
 

 
 

 
 

Does your child enjoy singing? 

Hampshire County Youth Choirs are opening their doors to invite 

potential members to our open rehearsal and come and sing alongside 

their current singers. 

  

With choirs for everyone from Year 2 to Year 13, this is the opportunity 

for children and young people who love to sing to come and find out 

more about what we do, with the view to join us.  

  

The evening will end with a showing to parents and a chance to meet 

the Directors.  

  

Friday 11th September 2026 

The United Church, Jewry St, Winchester 

  

5.00pm – 7.00pm – Hampshire County Youth Show Choir 

5.15pm – 6.30pm – Hampshire County Junior Choir 

Concert to parents at 6.30pm 

  

7.30pm – 9.00pm – Hampshire County Youth Choir 

7.30pm – 8.45pm – Hampshire County Youth Crescendo Choir 

Concert to parents at 8.45pm 

  

To find out more and to sign up, please use the link:  SpeedAdmin 

 

https://ukhampshire.speedadmin.dk/play/catalogue/courses?searchText=Hampshire+County+Youth+Choir+-+Open+Rehearsal
https://ukhampshire.speedadmin.dk/play/catalogue/courses?searchText=Hampshire+County+Youth+Choir+-+Open+Rehearsal


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If your child is in Years R, 1, 2 or 3, read on…, 
My name is Belinda and I run an after school dance 

club at this fabulous school on a Tuesday. The club is 
called Dance Kidz 

I have some spaces for this next term and I’m reaching 
out to new parents of year R and any parents with 
children up to and including year 3 whose children 

would love to dance? 
We dance to modern tracks, party favourites and a 

variety of styles of music. It’s a fun class that 
encourages children to gain more confidence when 

moving around amongst others.  We use shakers, and 
ribbons etc too. Which they all love. 

So, please contact me here or on my mobile 07889 
419681 for further information and to book your child 

in for the next half term. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Have a good weekend.  
Courage - Compassion – Creativity  


