
 

 

Dear St John Families, 
 
With the term now in full flow, it has been a joy to watch our children thrive as they learn through play, exploration and 
discovery. Across the school, pupils are showing what it truly means to belong to St John’s, supporting one another, 
celebrating successes and embracing every opportunity to grow. 
 
Our learning environments have been alive with curiosity: children building, investigating, imagining and achieving in ways 
that reflect the very heart of our school. Whether they are collaborating outdoors, problem‑ solving in class, or expressing 
themselves creatively, they continue to shine. 
 
Alongside this, our weekly Collective Worships remains a special moment where we come together to recognise the 
children’s achievements, from teamwork and kindness to reading milestones, musical accomplishments and class 
celebrations. It is wonderful to see how proud they are of one another. 
 
As autumn starts to appear, please ensure your children come to school dressed for the changing weather, with all items 
clearly labelled. 

Wishing you all a restful weekend. 

 
Rebecca Livings  
 
Headteacher 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Jottings - 25th September 2026 
St John the Baptist C of E Primary School  
‘Creating new possibilities for our future, with compassion in our hearts and courage on 
our journey.’ 



 

 
 
 

In the Spotlight - Year 5  

Year 5 have been busy exploring the power of words and numbers this term! In English, the children have been 
inspired by The Crown to write persuasive, powerful speeches encouraging others to appreciate the magic and 
beauty of the natural world. Their aim was to inspire their audience to make meaningful changes to protect the 
environment. 

In Maths, the children have been developing their understanding of place value, exploring the value of digits in 
numbers up to 100,000. They have also been building their fluency in mentally adding and subtracting numbers up 
to five digits, using efficient strategies and explaining their mathematical thinking. 

In RE, Year 5 are exploring the fascinating question of Genesis vs Science, considering different perspectives on how 
the world began and how these ideas can be understood. This links closely with their Science learning, where they 
are investigating the geological timeline of the Earth and exploring how life has changed and evolved over millions 
of years. This cross-curricular learning is giving the children opportunities to make meaningful connections between 
subjects and think deeply about some of the biggest questions about our world. 

 

 
 
 

Cross Country success 

Congratulations to all of the children who showed tremendous courage in their cross‑ country running at 
Swanmore School this week. Every pupil represented the school brilliantly, demonstrating determination, 
resilience and fantastic sporting spirit. 
 
A special mention goes to Harry, who won the Year 2 race, on his birthday, with Teddy finishing close behind in 
second place. We also celebrated sisters Evie and Isla, who continued their success from last year: Isla won her 
Year 4 race, and Evie achieved a superb third place in her year race.  
 
We are incredibly proud of all of the children who participated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Census Day – Thursday  1st October 

We need your help! 

 
School census day is more important to a school than many people realise.  

 
On census day, the number of children who take up a school meal - especially those who take up the universal free 
school meals in reception, year 1 and year 2 -  as it is this information that the government use to calculate funding 
allocations to the school.  

 
You did read that correctly: the number of children who order a school meal on Thursday 1st October is used to decide 
how much funding we will get for all children in the next financial year. 
If fewer children take up/order a meal on this day, the school could receive less funding.  

 
Please help us by ordering a school dinner on Thursday. The menu is one of the more popular menu choices for this 
reason, however, if your child does not like this, please consider sending them in with something, but still ordering a 
meal as it really does help especially if they are in Reception, Year 1, or Year 2.  

 
We have never had 100% take up on a census day, but if we did, we would be in the best possible position for the year 
ahead.  

 
If you have any questions, please speak to the school office.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

We are taking part in Walktober 

 
 

 
As we head into autumn, it’s important that we all keep active and where possible, get outdoors. To encourage this, the 
My Journey Team at Hampshire County Council has invited schools to celebrate International Walk to School Month by 

taking part in Walktober. 

 
This event is designed to inspire pupils, families and staff to travel actively and sustainably throughout October. 
We are hoping as many of our pupils, families and staff as possible travel actively throughout October by walking, wheeling, 
cycling, scooting, using Park and Stride or public transport to and from school and in their leisure time. 

 
More details and top tips to follow, but start planning what you are going to do now! 

 

 

Harvest Time  

Harvest Donations for Southampton City Mission 

 
Monday 28th September - Friday 2nd October   

Non-Perishable food and toiletries only.  
Please check the dates. 

 

 
Our donation station can be found outside reception.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Dates for your diary - details can also be found  on the school website calendar 

This half term:  
29 September - Yr 5 & 6 Cross Country Event (3.30 - 5.00) 
1 October - Stay and Play for Pre-schoolers and Toddlers 
2 October - Year R Parents workshop & stay and play (9.00 - 10.00)  
6 October - Tag Rugby (3.30 - 5.00) 
13 October - SEND coffee afternoon 
14 October - Year 6 Educational visit 
22 October tbc - Community Hub (9.00 - 10.00) 
23 October - INSET Day, school closed to children for staff training  
26 - 30 October - HALF TERM, school closed 
3 December - Christmas Disco  
4 December - Christmas shop  
9 December - Rock Steady Concert to parents (2.00 - 3.00) 
15 December - School Carol Service at St John’s church (6.00 - 7.00) 
11 February – Non-School Uniform (to raise money for the colour run) 
22 February - 5 March - Coin wars  
19 March - Easter Trail  
23 April - Games Night (Adults only)  
2 July - Colour Run  
 

** If you would like to volunteer for any of the events please contact PAFS pafswalthamchase@gmail.com ** 

INSET dates 2026-2027 

● Friday 23rd October 2026 
● Friday 12th February 2027 
● Friday 25th June 2027 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Christmas Box appeal launched 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shoe boxes and leaflets giving all 
information can be picked up from the 

school office. 

 

Shoe boxes are being sent to children in 
Ukraine to help give them a great 

Christmas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Items you may be interested in:  
 
School cook vacancy     Please use this link to apply 
 

 
 
 

https://www.compass-careers.co.uk/members/modules/job/detail.php?record=230393


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Have a good weekend.  
Courage - Compassion – Creativity  


